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TO THE 


CHURCH of CHRIST . 


MEETING 


Near row Maze-Pond, Southwarkz 


WITH 


ul thoſe who ſlatedly tb the 


worſhip. of God 1 in that place, 


the dear Friends, 


280 N H E 8E Diſcourſes appear at 
ö your deſire, from whom they 
Ye Op will meet with a kind recep- 
| e I tion. Many pious Addreſſes 


8 


e Berna have been pub- 


liſhed on the late deſolations abroad, and the 
troubles which are threatened at home; . os 
| 1: expected, and, therefore, choſe to with- | 


ſand your entreaties ; but fince you pre- 


tailed, my endeavours come forth | in a full 
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1 DEDICATION. 
perſuaſion of your progens: for a bleſſing upon 
them. 


We may preſume that, at this critical 
juncture, many are deeply concerned; yet, in 
all appearance, the bulk of the people are not 
ſo much affected, but that there is room for 
further attempts to awaken them; and I ſhall 
eſteem it a mercy, if my cowpliance with your 
| _ ſhould be uſeful 1 in a ſeaſon ot os 


From the univerſal attention on the lat 

Faſt, ſome hopes were conceived of a refor- 
mation, or at leaſt an abatement of the cry- 
ing ſins which are found in the land; but 
have we not cauſe to lament the ſad difap- 


pointment ? Notwithſtanding the promiſing | 


appearance on that ſolemn day of humilia- 
tion, and the ſymptoms of public diſtreſs are 
daily encreaſing upon us, do we not continue 
licentious and prophane as before? A dread- 
ful conſideration ! Nothing is more provok- 
ing to the moſt High, than thus to contradid 

the voice of his providence; as appears from 

that tremendous threatening by the prophet 
1 Iſaiah, which I take leave to recite: And 

in that day did the Lord Ged of Hoſts call to 


Weep! ng, 


* Chap. 2 


DEDICA4T-ION I 

| weeping; and to mourning, and to baldneſs, and 

| i girding with ſackcloth ; and behold jey and 

| vladnuſs, ſlaying oxen and killing ſheep, eating 

| fb and drinking wine ; let us eat and drink, 

| for lo- morrom we ſhall die. This was the 
| perverſe and daring conduct of a people, 

when threatened with the devouring ſword, 

and the invaſion of their country; they were 

in a great meaſure unconcerned, and went 

on feaſting their luſts without fear: and 

what was their reward? And it «was revealed 

| in mine cars by the Lord of hofts; Surely this 

| iniquity ſhall not be purged from you, till ye 

| die, ſaith the Lord God of hoſts. Awful de- 

| cree! God forbid that we ſhould fall into the 

W like condemnation ! But muſt not every wiſe 
and good man tremble in the proſpe& of 

| that riot and pleaſure, ſwearing and ſabbath- 

breaking, and other notorious national crimes 

| which abound, under loud and repeated 

{ warnings from heaven, and in defiance of 

this awful report? For theſe things let us 

| mourn : and let us make daily ſupplications 

for our excellent King and the Royal Fami- 

| ly, who are, on many accounts, greatly 

endeared to all the friends of religion and 

liberty; for our Nobles, Magiſtrates, and 

| Miniſters, of every kind and degree; and, 
| 8 in 
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2 DDD FTC. AT TON. 
in a word, for the whole Nation, that w 
may be reformed and ſpared, and defeat the 
deſign of our perfidious enemies, the French. 
thoſe inveterate enemies of Fngh/hmen and 
| Proteſtants, and common diſturbers of the 
voy peace. | 


I thought it + expedient. to tranſpoſe th 
following ſubjects, and make ſome enlarge 
ments; otherwiſe you will read the fam: 
' which you heard. And may the Lord bl 

them to you rout e 


8 That you may be fad i in | Chriſt, ond b 

5 nt continuance in well-doing, prepare 
for every event in this uncertain and ſorroy- 

ful ſtate, and a joyful entrance when 
changes and tears are for ever unknown, | 
the conſtant aim, and ardent prayer of 


Nur willing Servant in the Goſpel; | 


BENJAMIN WALLIN. 


. P orter Buildings, South- 
. Wark, a. 55 1756. 


ana de See eee ee te 
PSALM xLvi. 8. 


an, beboll the works of the Lord, what dee. 
4 lations he hath made in the earth, — 


4 r\>$e HE anal event which occa- 
q NT ſioned this Pſalm is uncertain; but 

3 it was plainly ſome public diſtreſs 
4 5 which threatned the church. It 5 
Ha contains a ſtriking deſcription of 
3 | the like awful commotions, in the earth and 
| the ſea, with thoſe which have lately ſpread 

J Kedlations abroad, and alſo a manifeſt refe- 
; rence to the evil of war, which is now im- 
| pendent; thus it exactly ſuits our preſent ſitu- 
| ation, and is, therefore, a ſubject in ſeaſon. 
The evident deſign of the ſong is to encourage 
| the faithful under all the changes of time and 
providence; and accordingly we find thoſe 
| truths aſſerted which may remove their tears, and 
RH . fill 


his voice, the earth melted. The impious hearts 


2 The CuRIsTIAN's Duty 


fill them with hope in every condition of life, 


1 and even in death itſelf. 


Me have firſt a delightful proſpect of the 
believers confidence, when in diſtreſs as great and 
univerſal as can be conceived, from whence 
the Pſalmiſt proceeds (verſes 6, 7.) to reviey 
paſt falyations from trouble and danger, . 7% 
heathen raged, i. e. againſt Iſrael: The enemig 
of Zion being full of reſentment and eny, 
complained and threatned, and he kingdoms wer 
moved: The nations of the ungodly, like the 
raging waves of the ſea, proudly exalted then. 
ſelves, and foaming with revenge, they move 
with united force to * deſtroy the city of Gol, 
But they imagined a vain thing, for be tir 
eth his voice: Sometimes Jehovah anſwers the 
prayers of his choſen by terrible things in rights 
ouſueſs; and, as their God, ſtilleth the noiſe of th 
waves, and the tumult of the people. Thus in 
the inſtance before us ; for when he uttered 


of the heathen were diſſolved; and, notwith- 
| ſtanding their inſult and blaſphemy, they lol 
their courage at the voice of his thunder. Thus 
the wicked: like + Ahaz and his people, ar 
moved, as the trees with the wind, at the ſound 
of God's judgments : They may be permitted 
to vapor awhile, but, at the approach of tl 
Almighty, theſe boaſting hills and lofty mour- 
_ tains will tremble and fall, $ for when his fur 


ps b. 


* Pſalm Ixv. 5—7. + Ifajah vii. 2. 5 Nahum 1. 6. 


in Times of public Calamity. 3 


4 1 poured out lite fire, the rocks are thrown down 


© Zefore bim. But faith the Prophet, for himſelf 
and the church, (verſe 7.) The Lord. of Hoſts 


i with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 
1 Bleſſed aſſurance !_ How. happy are the people 


| who are in ſuch. a caſe: The people whoſe God 
s the Lord! They are hid in the time of his 


4 anger, and covered in the day of battle. 


| From this reflection on the ſafety of the 

E righteous we are brought to the paſſage firſt 
read. Come, behold the works of the Lord, what 
> deſolations he hath made in the earth. The words 


contain an exhortation to improve the judg- 
ments recited in the eontext, and are written 


1 for our learning under the preſent diſpenſations 
of providence, We may conſider them as di- 


I rected either to the earth, or to the city of God, 


3 or both may be included, for tho? David is more 
. immediately concerned with the church, he may 
intend to awaken the inhabitants of the world 


in general, 9.d, © O ye, who dwell on the earth, 


F © who. are ſpared and ſurvive the late deſola- 
(tions; ye, whom the proud ſwelling waters 


| © have not overwhelmed, and who are free 
from the ruin of earthquakes ; 3 ye, who have 


* eſcaped the devouring ſword, by which many 
* areſlain; all ye, who are yet in the land of the 


N „living, and eſpecially ye that fear God, Come, 


bebold the works of the Lord,” &c. Thus we 


may conſider the words as addreſſed to man- 


lind in general whereby they are exhorted to 
| 8 take 
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4 The CuntsTIAN' TY oY 


take a proſpe& of thoſe judgments which hu b 
lately appeared in the world; however, this i; MW 
certain, that they now ſpeak to perſons withou 
diſtinction among us who enjoy revelation, ani 
require a becoming regard to every awful event 
by which the earth js deſtroyed. 
. the text there are four things which de. 
mand our attention; ; 


ns The object vrefecited's ; the earth, 


UM; In what condition the earth appen 
| namely, ruined and deſolate. Fe 


- MIL Ta whom theſe deſolations are aſcribe, 
: to the Lord. And then, 


IV. The duty enjoined on the perſons al 
dreſſed, Which! 888 to behold the Works ef 1 the Loni 


* 
I. We are to conſider the object preſente 


the earth. And this is to be taken literaly WF 
for the lower world in which we dwell, cor 
ſiſting of land and water, as appears from tit 
context, wherein both are repreſented in fear 
ful commotions. The earth is an ob 
truly wonderful, and highly deſerves our 5. * 
tice. To conſider this terraqueous globe, vid 
all its properties and attendants, is a becominy 
and uſeful employment: It is the handy woll 
of the infinitely wiſe, omnipotent and eternal 


| 1 ehovah, who hath * 8 9 old laid the foundatn 
* then 
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in Times of Public Calamity, 5 


ö | thereof, and formed it for his glory: Thus 


Moſes aſcribes it, ſaying, * Before the mountains 


dere brought forth, or ever thou badſt formed the 
E earth and the world, even from everlaſting to ever- 


brow thou art God. So that it may truly be 
L aid that T the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, 
| and be bath ſet the world upon them. The Ren 


I raking is one of the great works of the Lord, 
| and like other parts of the univerſe it proclaims 
tte glory of its maker. They who attend to 
its commodious figure, vaſt bulk, proper mo- 
; | tions, and convenient ſituation, with reſpect to 


the ſun and other heavenly bodies, and ſurvey 
| the wiſe diſtribution of its ſeveral parts, which 
ballance and help each other, will own it great 


' © and ſtupendous, and that it demonſtrates the 
being and attributes of God. A proſpect of the 
earth in this natural ſenſe, in connection with a 


view of its entertaining variety, abundant ful- 


; © neſs, and number of inhabitants, will be found 


_ 

* 
3 4 
. 


| a ſufficient cauſe for admiration and praiſe. But 


it is not the earth, ſimply conſidered, which the 
| text preſents to our view: Nor doth it call us 
to obſerve the honours, riches and pleaſures 


ES 


thereof: Theſe, alas! are too much the purſuit 
and defires of men to need a command to be- 
hold them, unleſs to conſider how vain, uncer- 


& tain and tranſitory they are, and how incapable 
| of ſatisfying thoſe who love them ; otherwiſe, 


ck things generally employ the thoughts of _ 
man- 
; * Pſalm xc. ET 1 I Sam. ii. 


ferent ſtations, under the ſmiles of providence: 


6 The CHRISTIAN's Duty 
mankind to their great diſappointment and ſor. 


row, who fo eagerly covet them, that they 


rather want caution to * turn their eyes away frin 


beholding thoſe vanities, and not ſet their affetting 
on things on the earth. But, as obſerved, we ar 


to underſtand the earth in a literal ſenſe ; and 
it appears in the text under an aſpect, and i 
circumſtances which ſhew the inſtability of its 
enjoyments, and tends to wean us from too 
Ga a fondneſs for them. Which ATI, 


. To conſider in what onde the ear 
appears; and this is truly deplorable! Lo, i 
| hath been ſhaken and deſtroyed, and appear 
moſt deſolate | Come, behold what deſolations le 
bath made on the eartb. We are not, therefore, 
called to view the earth in her glory and fru 
fulnefs, or to ſee her flouriſhing in order and 


peace, with her people rejoicing in their dif 


This would be a pleaſing fight !' But the proſpett 
in the text is widely different, wherein we ate 
directed to behold her as ſhe appears after a 


awful "and Ueſtrudtive | vilitation : The line of 


confuſion is ſtretched out upon ber! ſne is de. 
populated, and deſolate, and her few remaining 


tenants in par An . feng. of diſt 


and ruin! 


The fiat Lord, who ruleth i in the warkd, 


| hath many. # arrows in his quiver,” wherewith to 


* palm . ＋ Coloſ. iii. 2. 


chan 


—_— vin AWC as If 


in Times of Public Calamity. 7 
chaſtiſe the rebellious. Is he not the Lord of 


| Hoſts? * Is there any number of his armies ? 
| There are none of his creatures, from the moſt 
"exalted ſpirit in heaven to the meaneſt inſect or 

| reptile on earth, but what have been, or may 
| he the rod of his anger; even the wicked, who 


| + think not ſo, but in whoſe heart it is to gra- 
| tify their luſts, are ſometimes employed by the 
| Almighty to puniſh ſinners; therefore, woe be 
| to them who deſpiſe him! 5 

The ſword and the famine, with the noi- 
| ſome beaſt and || the peſtilence, are ſtyled the 


| fon of many other calamities by which he hath 


| when they bring deſolations on the earth, are to 
de reckoned among his judgments; for even theſe 


the correction of tranſgreſſors. Thus it is writ- 
JJV%VVVV Ou ten 
* Job xxv. 3. + Thus the Aſſyrian, Iſaiah x. 7. 

I Peſtilence may include every kind of contagion on man 
| and beaſt, It is plain from ſcripture, that diſeaſe and mortality 


j And may not this awaken us in our preſent circumſtances, if 


J and the little impreſſion it made upon us? J Ezekiel xiv. 21. 


| ( fore judgments of God, but not to the exclu- 


ſcourged mankind : Thunder and lightening, in- 
| undations and earthquakes, and ſtormy winds, 


| are threatened, and have ſometimes been ſent for 


E among the cattle is one divine judgment. This was one plague. 
in Egypt, and was threatened Iſrael in caſe of diſobedience, 
: Lerit. xxiv. 22. From which chapter it likewiſe appears to 
be a leſſer kind of judgment, by which God warns a ſinful 5 
people; who, if they are not moved by this calamity, may 5 
expect the more dreadful ones, of ſword, famine, and peſti- 
L lence on human bodies and accordingly the murrain on beaſts . 
: has been found a forerunner of theſe awful viſitations. 
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1 we Conſider the late hand of God on the cattle in England, | 
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8 The. CHRISTIAN s. Duty. 
ten , Thaw ſhalt, beuifted. of Ib Lord ef h „ 
with thunder. and with gorthquaktsi and great wit, Wi 4 
with ſtorm and tempehs und Aln flame of 5 th 
Ne, a rodiivnylanzupolit oc ! zals Al: m 
7 text 8 We fem s f 1h F 

| ſhould ſeem: by -the. context, that. the Prineipi I ſi 
evil which had now. deſolated the earth was th th 
ſword.. Thus in the verſe immediately enjy f. 
ing, He maketh wars, to ceaſe unto tbe end of th w 
_ earth, be  breaketh; the bow and cutteth-the' ſpear k 
ſupder,, be Bur neth tit chariat in the fire: © Thu l 
war ſeems the judgment which had now gott 1 
forth in the world, and which, it is probabl, 
was attended with ſome otber calamity ;' fotith 
ſword, naturally leads to, and, when-long cu. 
Pr kinued, is frequently followed with famine ani 
184. Aber Hgwevet, affliction äs ſeldom alon, 
and,, where, 8775 viſitation from heaven prevail 

it will ſoon bring many)deſolations on man and 


beaſt, in city and in country, to the amaze 

ment of - its ene 5 and Accordingly, the 
4 29 285 £12 lu 18/09T 28 10 

v3 <3 11 Gr 297  er8h 03% 79) dura f „ word 
WT. . Ifaiah xxix. 6. fas underſtand Abet legHEblt ne. 

taphopicallpplofthe terror und deſtruction Which the nation 
mentioned insthe next verſe; ſhould Bring on Jeruſalem, wl 

ſeem to exclade the literal ſenſe: But this is to make the prophe 

give both Hgurative and Titeral deſeription of the ſame fat 

at one and the ſame time: and what reaſon br [Precedent 
there ſor this 7 Beſides, natural and civil commotions in th 
earth ate ſometimes connected: both in Prophecy, and | | po | 
Z vidence.\/Matt.*xxtv; '7.-” From whenkte it it app es, that af th 3 
| period referred to, theſe judgments were'to Accottipany or fo. 
| low one another. And therefore there ſeems no juſt decal 
| for refuſing the literal ſenſe of the paſſage. 
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| word uſed 5 and is een net 2 
ſſlenſbment, which anſwers to the terror which 
| theſe awful diſpenſations ſpread on the minds of 
men, though, alas l too frequently without a real 
and laſting advantage; ſince, however fearful 
ſinners may be, when the hand of God is upon 
them, it ſoon wears off. They may be in horrors 
for a ſeaſon, while in trouble and danger, but, 
when peace is reſtored, it is generally found they 
ſon return to their folly; their diftreſs, and 
© their yows are as the paſſing waters, and the 
works of the Lord are forgotten. 5 
Or, this manner of ſpeaking may expreſs ths 
r and extent of the ruin which now ap- 
peared, and ſhew that, what kind of judgment ſo- 
E everit was, the de ſolation had ſpread far and wide, 
and affected many individuals; and it may further 
5 intend to 88 our” ene to the Jacen of 


4 
14 
"74 
ir 
#1 
fl 
* 
i 
1 
l 
* 
f 
a1 
' 
4 
* 
: 
1 
: 
1 
354 
. 
* 
5 
7 
c 
wrt 
7 
N 
+ 
\ 
+ 
. 14 
1 
a4 
$4 
had 
3 
by 
* 
; * 
8 „ 
1 
Ag 
A* 
fl 
" 
5 
0 
2 
Wo 
95 4| 
: " , 
BE. . 
* 
1 
BY 
1 
2 
15 
1 
; & 
' 
1 
43 
: 1 
7 
1 
* 
t 0 
E. 
« 4 
0 af 
”% 
3 
i 


: 8 5 "rs Oo oe en Gl Ee et ere Le oe I R 
n WIN "LI ö - . rn . 8 A 1 by 9 9 9 8 * Oy 
N ö * * * F ͤpñuñ.⏑̃7!ͤꝑ̃⁰ ᷣ . ] ä Fr aa GW Cs ee Ee ce 
a WIE EIN? oe EE Os ²˙ y! ̃ l ̃ Re ek ˙ OF I books ai y ae en | 8 8 
e eas eb eIEh * r ĩðͤ2Lv ES X We 
F © RE an) 75 , d x . OO 5; PPA I OL ITEE4 28 Fs * 2 - 
N44 33; ee e e % Tr AE RY Et 2 8 - * * 5 Ber LK 4 ; 8 . 
N 2 e N N CF tes ie ͤ OR IT MS ERS tarts R 
* 0 8 N e * 8 : 
bs * * THE". n TD * 


. 5 
LEE a 


t is Fn fame mal which we « have Tu, is, I 15. ER 
the prophet is * ſpoken of, as remaining with the captives at 
the river Chebar affon:;ſhed even 8 8 "ou alſo Miah XXXIX. 
16, and chap. Ixiii. 5. 

Thus every one ſoqmed ail on he's laws: 8 
Rocks of an earthquake in England: but, alas, how ſoon 
was it over! as one obſerves, When perſons: found them- 
* ſelves ſafe and alive, they ran thoughtleſs again to their 
 * diverſions, and this not only the firſt, bit the ſecond time.” | 
indeed it was. affecting to hear in how light, yea, in how | 
= ludicrous a manner ſome treated theſe awful events. Thus. 
aner, in their pride and infidelity, look no farther than 
3 ſecond cauſes, an are deaf to the N aſt warnings of Ye: 
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10 Pe CuRTsTIAN's Duty: 
God in, ages paſt F. Indeed the immediate deſign 


of the text is a view of thoſe devaſtations, which 
the late. calamities had made. We ſhould there. 
fore firſt; be, led to, conſider the troubles of ou 


brethren abroad, rhere a war is already kindle, 
by which many have been ſlain, and the people 


are. in conſtant fear and danger; and it ſhould ab 
engage our attention to the deſolate ſtate of Por: 
tugal and. other countries, through the late fearful 


commotions, which ſeem not entirely over: but 


it is alſo reaſonable, and may be uſeful, on fuck 
- occaſions, to reflect on the like viſitations former: 
ly made, and which ſtand upon record; for the 


have happened, and are written for our inſtruc 


| tion. , The, paſſage, taken 1 in its fulleſt latitude, 
may excite. us to behold in hiſtory, and eſpecial 
in that of the ſcriptures, the paſt .deſolation 

| which have been in the earth: e. g. What de- 


ſolations were made at the deluge, when in one 
+ dey all the fountains of the great deep were brain 
ante the n, Ur en i heaven wert 


- 208061 Id be asd d |  opent 


| 


* We read In ta of F Gunda Wat A p. 70 three 
cities were deſtroyed in Cyprus. And it is related that in the 
time of the emperor Valens an earthquake i in Crete deſtroyed 
an hundred cities.” Alſo by the ſame calamity 4 40 000 peopt 
were loſt in Naples, A. D. 1456. Another time I 3,00 in 
Conſtantinople. Likewiſe i in the time of Tiberius twelve fi 
mous cities in Aſia were deſtroyed; and by the like. ſhocks an 
hundred and fifty dam: Sed i in the ſame quarter of the world 
when N icomedia, a city in Bythinia, was ſuddenly overturned 
and the inhabitants to a man buried in the ruins. Univ. Hi 


Vol. XVI. P. 207. f FI Gen. vil. . 
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in Times of Public Calamity. 3 
weed, and che rain continued till men and cattle 
nu very Ruin ub tante was deſtrped] How great 

| 11s the deſolation of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and the plain, when they were conſumed bye fire 1 
when * be note f the cbuntry went up 25 the 
ſmoke-of A furnace! © Whar deſolations have been 
ſpread by fire and ſword, and that even among 
| God's o.] people! How did their enemies de- 
ſtroy them, and eſpecially at the time of their 
| captivity,” and the deſtruction of Jeruſalem [ 
How many fair and rich countries have fi nee 
deen ruined' by the contending nations, who have 
© fatiated their luſts in rapine and plunder, and 
corered the earth with confuſion and blood! 
Again, What deſolations have been made by the 
| tempeſtuous winds, as once Þ in this ifland, but 
| more frequently at ſea! Behold the thouſands 
| and ten thouſands which Have periſhed” in the 
| troubled ocean! Ffow' have the ſhips been dri- 
ven on the fands, daſhed againſt” the rocks, or 
funk as lead in the mighty waters! And further, 
| what deſolations have been made by famine and 
I aer * hoſe ping Jockeneats. Which 
* ee d b Wise 
Wks Gas, Xix. 28. Sev Judges, and 2 Chron. xa... n. 
| Vaiverf: Hiſt. Vol, X. ; 
Bangs 1703, Which wade beat havock in ö England and 
cer pars. 5 
ee the Toe, efſeQs of the former deſeribed famen- . 
| tations, chap, iv, 8, 9. And the laſt viſitation of the latter 
Find in this iſland, which was in 1665, when, as appears by 
our hiſtory, there died of the plague, 1 in London only, 68 b 
| and our r molt Populous ſireats became deſolate. 


vw 


"> 


or thrown down, with their inhabitants unde 


them! And this Far 10 the. preſent ſtate of 
the earth. Behold, in the ac 


abroad, the Aclolations which have lately bet 
. by earthquakes in different parts! 'Conk 


a few weeks ſince were covered with houſes, and 
"adorned with fair and, ſumptuous building; 
cities to which many of late reſorted for hy. 
ſineſs and pleaſure; „ now, alas, an heap df 
ruins, in which lie buried a multitude of difk 
rent ranks, who fell in one common grave, a 


record. 5 . 


earth's being ſhaken! how many large town 
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waſte all before them | how barren and. defolay 
haye theſe calamiries, ada; the moſt populoy 
and flouriſning countries | And, in one Word, 


Behold, hat delojarions have enſued on the 
and ſtately cities have been ſuddenly Iwallowed, 


er Liſbon, Mequinez, and other places, whic 


have left their ſurvivors in tears! Thus we ma 
not only conſider our preſent calamities, but 
alſo take occaſion from this Paſſage to reflect on 
"every kind of defolation, or inſtance of Gal! 
1 in times a. Wen amen n 


E . 
We _ 8 — i . 
* . \ Is = 


"Tay" We are to P to I en theſe del. 
lations are aſcribed, namely, to the Lord. The 
are, faith the text, the works of the Lord: 
He hath made deſolations in the. earth. This a 
firſt view may ſeem ſtrange to the vulgu, 
and even offend ſome who would be thoug 
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tt is abſurd to fu 
the earth 
| natural caufes, as Tf chile operations Here ün-⸗ 
| ſeen, or unavoidable to the eternal God, WRG 
] Wap and power are boundleſs. But mut 
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| o- ſuperior Khossledge: kieberthelets, on due 
; cohſidevatioh; it Will” app eat 4 ober al And "oh 
| goibted trurh'; 4 ttuch Which. is Taps A 5 ff 
ä ſeiſon and ſeriptutr, aid 6f great 25 
u wenkeine! and 4b die iotefe ef nrg a. W 


any ſtart, and Hay hall 4 Being 5 een 


The ſigtt of nature teiches this wrath? ines 
ppofe, that theſe evils come on 
by chanck, er 48 the mere eff of 


this be the caſe, if his hand i IS not in "theſe 


| fatal events? And, is this becoming the divine 
attributes, dr worthy the all perfect Jehovah *, 
| who declareth frem the! beginning the things be 
; hath i pane and oth whatſoever he plea- 


_ ſeth? 
1 Iſaiah xl. 21. Chap. xvi. 3- Pfalm En 


dedodneſs grid üniverſal benévolence be thou ht 
the author of | theſe © fearfül Calamities! > Can 

| ſuch! ſote evils, with decency, be imputed to the 
bleſſed God; whoſe eſſence is love? Or is it 
| reafoniable/tothink, that the great Parent of kf 
| world and mankind would thus diſtreſs his chil- 
| den, "and: lay "waſte the earth he hath. made? 
It is anfwered by the text, yes; for it plainly | 
| and politively affirms, hat theſe are the work of — 
| the Lord, an d that he hath made "Theſe defolations f in 
dhe kurtb. Phis, therefore, "muſt be aſſerted, 
andi it can be maintained, to the glory « of God. 
mud the advantage of men. ** 
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ſeth? To deny. that theſe..deſglations.. are th ] 
works of the Lord, is in effect to deny, a Pro. | 
vidence, and. tends, to, exclude, the Almighy 
from his throne | in the world: fon, if there is 
Providence, no doubt theſe extraordinary event, 
Which deſtroy the lives and properties of mei, 
muſt fall under its adminiſtration; and to dem 
2 Providence is extremely irrational, and no le 
unworthy the divine perfections, and eſpecially 
the goodneſs of the Creator, which is highly in: 
peached by ſuppoſing that he guides not the 
world he hath made Thus they who are back 
ward to aſcribe theſe calamities to God, on Pres 
-*-.- ma. admiring his goodneſs, diſcover their 
ignorance; for they diſhonour that. very aut. | 
bute they ſeem; to exalt, - | 
But revelation 5 W this a 
Thich, clearly ſhews, that every event, and part 
cularly that. every affliction, whether public a 
private, which overtakes the children of men, 
is from God. Theſe deſolations, however cr. 
ſual to us, or evidently. produced; by natural 
: cauſes, ar are of divine appointment: they are the 
work of the Lord, who not barely decrees and 
permits, but is actually concerned in bringing 
them to paſs, at all times and in all places 
without exception. Thus he declares by Jer N » 
miah , I am the Lord, which exerciſe leing-kink WW * 
neſs, Ice and righteoufueſs in the cart 
+ Then the earth ooo and trembled : the —_— n 
5 


* for ix. 24. | Ifaiah xxvi. 8, 9. av, 7. 
AT Plalm XVI. 7, . Ps +; 


n 
in Times of Public Calamity. 15 


„I bills moved and wrre ſhaken, becauſe be was 
S 01h; In which we dee the ſhaking | 
earth aſcribed to the Lord, and further, that this 
event wWas a token of his dilpleaſure. It appears 
from the preceding verſes, that conſuming g judg, 
ments are atleaſt one thing referred to in 10 
declaration. When ealamfties are abroad in the 
earth, they are aſcribed to God, and are ſtiled 
his judgments. And, by the prophet Iſaiah, the 
| Lord, in the ſtrongeſt terms, declares himſelf to 
de the ſole and ſovereigh author of every diſpen- 
1 ſation, whether proſperous or adverſe; ſaying, 
1 form be light, and create. darkneſs: I make 
| peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all theſe. 
Wat more can be wanting to ſettle the point? 


of the 


An expreſs declaration from Jehovah himſelf, 


that darkneſs and evil are created by him, muſt 
de allowed ſufficient to prove that all the deſola- 
| tions which appear on the earth, however exten- 
| five and grievous, are the work of the Lord. The 
| queſtion in Amos is therefore to be applied uni- 
verſally, and will always demand a negative an- 
wer: * Shall there be evil in 8 city, and the” Lord 
| bath not done it? Shall there be any evil in the 
| carth, in any nation or city, and the Lord hath not 
done it? No. Theſe public deſolations, though 
very deplorable, are the works of the Lord, and 
what he hath made. And further, 


This truth is of importance to the Lünen of 


| man} eind, and to the intereſt of reli gion. How 


unhappy 


— „And iti, 6. 
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16 De CHRISTIAN Duty 
unhappy muſt it be to live in a world in Which 
we are expoſed to famine, war, and peſtilence, 
yea, and to earthquakes, and innumerable cala. 
mities, which may overtake us on a ſudden, an 
| deſtroy us, if theſe things come by chance 
If the elements, thus liable to jar, and eg 
to move the earth out of its courſe, and therety 
deſolate the world, are under no direction r 
controul from an intelligent and ſuperior Being, 
what conſideration have men to ſupport them in 
their uncertain ſituation? I would be far fron 


promoting ſuperſtitious and groundleſs fears: bu 


this is moſt certain, that, however the long: sil. 
fering God may be ſparing of his judgments i 

a ſinful world, neither ſcripture, reaſon, or 
Hiſtory will ſhew, that the inhabitants of an 
place are abſolutely ſecure from that deſtruction 
which others have {uifered. We are undoubted- 
ly expoſed to the jame deſolations. What the 
text aſſerts, is a ſufficient relief to the righte 
ous, who are well ſatisfied, and can rejoice, 
when they conſider that, even in the preſent un- 
certain ſtate, no evil can befal them without the 
Lord, whoſe eyes run to and fro throughout itt 
whole earth for them whoſe heart is perfett tt 
werds him. But for men to be liable to be 
cruſhed to pieces, or to be ſwallowed up quick 
or otherwiſe ſuddenly deſtroyed, at the caprice 
of whatſome men call nature, without a God to 
ook unto, or hope in; how dreadful is iti 


ought” And this would be the caſe, if ou! 
: text 
2 Chron. xvi. 9. 


| in Times of Public Calamity. 17 4 
kext could be overthrown, and it could be prov- 
dad that theſe deſolations in the earth are 
got the Works of the Lord 30 for what induce- k 
ment have we, under the? apprehenſion” of 
ſuch calamities, to ſupplicate or truſt the Al 1 
| mighty, if he is not concerned in theſe awful 
cyents ? To reject this truth, therefore, is to 
| frike at the foundation of natural religion 
ber it tends to ſet aſide prayer, and deſtro y, 
our hope in times of diſtreſs; and muſt noat 
tis baniſh the name of God and religion from 
ke earth? We ſee, then, how indebted the 
F world would be to the wiſdom of the Deiſts, 
i they cild make their conceits ſtand againſt 
tevelation, and prove that God doth not 
inerpoſe and direct, where ſecond cauſes 
nuke place: Mankind would then be redu- 
eeduto a fearfub tate, and impiety cover the 

1 face: Of the earth! But, 1 bleſſẽd be God, F the 5 
ſcriptures, which] cannot be broken, aſſure us 
that neither private afflictions . nor public deſo- 
| lations come forth: of the duſt, or ſprin out of 
ble grounds, It appears from the ſacred hiſtory 
4 and prophedies, that the Lord nat. Only fore- | 
ſees and permits, but appoints, and isa 
| tially conderned“ in all thoſe events, Which 
make defolations i in the, earth. 75 or warb nel the. 
1 om 1 1111 * Dar D ULOSTHM Lord's | 


| * 5 by e Vol. 5 114, 394. 395. 
: tens ren gion of Nat ature del beated. 17 98, & S 
| * Quartd ed. on 

f Job v. 6. I Micah vi. 9. 


1 thoſe who ſurvive on the ſpot, or may be pro 
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Lord's voice crieth to the ſons of men, wha 
; his: judgments: are abroad in the world; and 
in theſe times of diſtreſs the righteous have the 


greateſt b, a to ws 88 the men in 
: ge 1 n 


125593 2 3 1 £m 
IV. Ta reflect « on the duty. 9 500 on th 
neden which is to behold theſe geſo. 
| lations : Come, bebold the works of the Lo, 
And under this head a few words will ſuffice. It 
ceaſy to ſee, that a natural ſenſe would be impert. 
nent, or at leaſt too narrow. It is becoming 


videntially led to the ſeat of deſtruction, to ſur 
vey the ruins that appear. The eye vil 


ſometimes affect the heart; it may therefore be } 


_ uſeful, for them who have an opportunity, u 
| behold, in a natural ſenſe; the diſmal ſcene 
which preſents itſelf in the condition of a cout- 
try, when laid waſte by divine judgments ; ; but 
none can ſuppoſe the words binding in this 
ſenſe on others. We need not go in perſon 9 
| Liſbon, or to any other place, lately deſtroyed 
by inundations and earthquakes, in order to 
eomply with this direction. The words art 
addreſſed to mankind in general, and contain tht 
duty of every one, te whom che report ef -thek 
calamities comes from any part of the world, 
however diſtant from his own habitation. To 
behold. tek. divine works, is to deliberate 0f 
con- 

» Lam. i 11, 41 _ Poon 


in Times of Public Calamity. 19 


contemplate upon them. The word implies a 
diligent and curious inquiſition, ſuch, fay the 
learned *, as uſed by inſpectors at elections; 
and is frequently applied in ſcripture to expreſs 


a ſerious attention to the ways of providence, 


and carries in it an inſpection of theſe divine ope- 
rations with great exactneſs and care, in order 
to underſtand and improve them: and, there- 


fore, obedience to this exhortation ſtands UP=-.. 


poſed to a neglect or diſregard of the deſtruc- 
tions which appear on the earth, and conſiſts in 


2 due conſideration of theſe deplorable events, 


chat we may improve them to the glory of God, 
and to our own advantage. „„ 
© This is the ſum of the text. The Plalmiſt, 


on a review of late troubles which had brought 


ruin on the earth, calls on himſelf, on his 


fellow- ſaints, and on all the ſons of men, to | 
behold, i. e. to examine or conſider with great 


erxactneſs theſe moving events; and at the 


© ſame time points out, that 8 awful deſola- 
| tions were the works of the Lord, and not 
| the effects of a blind chance, « or without the 


divine direction. 88 


| And from this exhortation We ; may obſerve 5 


the following truths : 


4, That: when, bs. abode. rhe; ighty, in 


his holy and wiſe Providence, . to viſit 


Ns: - with 


* Leigh's Critic. Sac, 


20 The CuHRISTIAN'S Duty, &c. 


with his judgments, it becomes us ſeriouſly to 
contemplate. his Aighteous proceedings. And, 


FN That mankind are prone. to overlogk: Or 
not duly conſider the works of the Lord, when 
he makes deſolations in the earth. 


- But che e and i improvement of theſe 
truths. will be the WAFS: of . dil 
courſe. 
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| Came, behold the wk of the Lord, what 2 
Hu lations he hath made in the earth. 


2g 
EE N 


phet complained, * They regard 


| ng, which is plainly ſuppoſed in the text; 


| from whence it appears, that, when the Al- 
mighty viſits the earth with his fetter, it 


becomes 


„ Taiahy, 12. 


SRAEL was ay e declined; a 
in danger of ruin, when the pro- 


Ha N not the work of the Lord, neither 
| conſider the operation of bis hands. 
They enjoyed revelation, and were ſtyled God's 
| people; yet, devoted to pleaſure, they went on 
| indulging their ſenſes, and took no due notice 


| of the warnings of providence, which called to 
| repentance. This evil inclination 1 is too prevail- 
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becomes mankind to conſider theſe awful eventz; 
but that they are prone to neglect them. Tha | 
the words are deſigned to awaken our regard to 
the providence of God, that we may avoid the 
guilt of deſpiſing his hand: An important uh. 
ject, and peculiarly adapted to our preſent ſity. 
ation. In a further purſuit of which, 1 ſhall 


; Point out ſome things we are : to behold in 
che Judgments of God 1 in che earth. 


. Enquire when bandes may be ſaid to o un 
85 duly conſidered cheſe things. 


III. Shew bene it is chat men ate e indiſpl 
7 to this practice. And then, 


. Conſider the importance. of the daf e ens 
; joined. ; 


2.1 am to point out ſome thin we are u 
behold i in the Jdgements of God in the earl 


̃ And, . 


No) FI" the objects a our attention, nd 

| 12 20 the facis are included. It becomes u 
to enquire with diligence, and endeavour after 4 
preciſe knowledge of God's judgments, that, un. 
der his bleſſing, they may employ our thoughts 
With advantage. An exact and circumſtantid 
acquaintance with theſe events, will tend to at: 
fect the mind, and make an abiding impreſſion 


upon us; and the more e Compleat our Nai 
leg 
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Lee is of them, the more likely we are to 
improve 1 them. We ſhould not, therefore, con- 
rent ourſelves with a general report of theſe 
deſolations, but endeavour to learn the parti- 
culars, that we may conſider their nature, 
the manner in - which they came on, how 
far they extended, and of how long continu- 6 
ance. We ſhould endeavour to acquaint our- | 
| ſelves. with the particular towns, cities, and 1 
countries, which have lately been deſtroyed ; | 
| with the treaſure loſt, the numbers ſlain, and |} 
| the diſtreſſes of them who ſurvive. This _ ; 
lar knowledge of public calamities may in 
| ſome degree be attained, and, fince it tends to 
| improve us, ſhould not be neglected. But, 
2. In theſe judgments we are to behold the | 
| band of the Lord. We are to conſider, that theſe i 
E ſudden and fore deſtructions on men are not by 2 
chance, or the effect of natural cauſes, without 
the interpoſition of a divine providence z but 
that they are, as obſerved, the work of God, 
| by which he performs his holy will, and ſhews 
| his diſpleaſure at ſin. Thus it is written, * The 
n f wiſdom ſhall. ſee thy name; hear ye” 
n. e rod, and who bath appointed it. Perſons 
his may be diligent in their enquiry after the 
i) WW particulars of a defolation, and at the ſame_ 
. fine overlook the name of the Lord, whoſe 
ron WD power and vengeance they ſpeak; but this 
on ll to ave. our. the main thing, and to reſt 


in 


* Micah vi. g. 
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in a vain curioſity, Such men may amuſt 
themſ and others with their attainments, or 
tranſmit the account to poſterity; but ſince 
they are inſenſible of the hand and voice of 
the Lord in theſe diſpenſations, they ſee no- 
thing to purpoſe, and cannot profit: they may 
be good hiſtorians, and their writings may be 
uſeful to future generations; but with reſpe& 
to themſelves, if they continue in this blind. 
| neſs, theſe awakening providences will leave 
them impenitent; for the moſt tremendou, | 
judgments are ineffectual to them, from whom 
the divine preſence is baniſhed. But theſe deſo- 
lations are the work of the Lord, and the 
text exhorts us to view them as ſuch, with. 
out which the compleateſt acquaintance with 
what comes to paſs is ſhort of our duty. Thy 
who behold not the hand of the Lord in theſe 
events, will not be engaged to humble chem 
ſelves under it, which is abſolutely neceſlar 
to their improvement. This, therefore, is one 
| thing which demands our r cloſeſt attention. Wi 
i 
. Our ele ſhould likewiſe be employed 
on the cauſe of theſe Judgments. Variou 
cauſes concur to deſolate the earth; and thel 
are either natural or moral. The natural cr 


ſecond cauſes are thoſe creatures, which receive 


power from God, and act under his direction, 
to accompliſh his will, as water in the deſtruction 


of the old world, and fre in the overthrow of 
Sodom 
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Hoem and Gomorrah. The Almighty chuſeth 
W «hat inſtrument he pleaſeth, and, in ſome in- 
W {ances, Angels have miniſtred to his righteous . 
8 j purpoſe ; as in ſlaying the firſt-born of Egypt; 

3 in David's peſtilence, and & in the deſtruction d 
of the Aſſyrian army before Jeruſalem, with 
many other examples, which might be mention- 
ed. Thus every inſtrument of divine providence 
1 may be ſtyled a natural, or ſecond cauſe : bur, 


| cauſes are the operations of thoſe material prin- 
] ciples which are the creatures of God, and which 
move at his command, and under his influence, 
[ to the production of all events, both ordinary 
and extraordinary. Hence ariſe thoſe awful ap- 
1 pearances which ſometimes prove fatal to men, 
and by which the righteous governor of the 
E world chaſtiſeth ſinners. Now, when deſola- 

| tions appear, theſe cauſes may be conſidered 


am advantage by thoſe who have talents for 
chat purpoſe ; but to purſue this, was I capable 


of doing it with the greateſt advantage, would 
| be leaving my province, and foreign to my pur- 
| poſe. -I ſhall therefore paſs on to that which is 
more uſeful, and indeed, without which the 
other kind of knowledge is vain ; namely, the 
moral cauſes of theſe judgments. And the grand 


„e olginal cauſe of every calamity in the earth is 
n, (the will of God, by whom nature exiſts, and per- . 
on bens her courſe. This is not to be paſſed over, 


„ 3 „ ene 
" Exod xi. + 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. 5 Ia. xxxvii. 36. 


in a more ſtrict and philoſophical ſenſe, natural — 
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when we behold the works of the Lord; fo; 


is certain, that no ſecond cauſes move or COncy | 1 tl 
to produce an event without his will and « 8 ® 
rection; his creatures are all his ſervants, ea ſt 
the hearts of the wicked are controulled at l; i © 
pleaſure; ſo that nothing can act, however d * 
poſed 1 in itſelf, to diſturb or ruin mankind, wit 1 
out a commiſſion from him. But we are pri. L 
cipally concerned to look on the procuring cat I 1 
of deſtruction, which is fin #. It is not in the n 3 80 
ture or will of God to puniſh an innoc Wi 8 
creature. He doth not willinghy Mis or grin a 
the chilaren of men. The provocations of ſin; i 5 
have always ran higb, before the judgmen 3 > 
of God have appeared: Thus the old will py 
was T ungodly, before he deſtroyed it. $ Hen je 4 
that the wickedneſs of man was great in the ca, A 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of l 5 
beart « was only evil continually. And can va, - 
expreſs a more vicious character? In like m 'S 
ner the || cry of Sodom and Gomorrah was g * 
and their ſin very grievous, before thoſe cities va 
conſumed. The nations of the Canaanites u!“ 
not driven out till their t iniquity was full. Avi by 
we are told, that when the Lord turneth ** | Jo 
fruitful land into barrenneſs, it is for the wickei;i P 
5 of them that dwell therein. So that from the b. 8 
ginning, when the world hath been chaſtik il " 
the viſible guilr on 1 men hath loudly proclain | 
1 
» Lam. ii. 33. | FO Pet 6. .þ Gen. vi. 5. 5 
_ | Cap. XVIII, 20. 4 Cap. xv. 16. = TM Pſalm, cvil. 35: this 
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| righteouſneſs of God. Many a ſinful people 
are ſpared ; but no land is deſtroyed without the 
; fn of its inhabitants, for ſin alone is the pro- 
© curing cauſe of the divine chaſtenings. And this is 
one thing we ſhould remark with great attention, 
E when we come to behold the works of the 


lord; for this conſideration may humble us un- 


der a ſenſe both of our own evil and the national 
I guilt, and become a means to bags deſeryed 
win. And further, 
I. We are to conſider the end of theſe viſita- | 
tions; and this includes a diſplay of the divine 
| olory, and the awakening of ſinners to repen- 
W tance. The operations of the Lord diſplay his 


3 glory, and this not only when he ſmiles, but 


alſo when he frowns, and deſolates the earth. It 
b therefore declared, and the flain ſhall fall 

i among you, and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord. And 
& again, + the Lord is known by the judgment he exe- 


or diſplayed in theſe awful diſpenſations: his 
| patience and mercy are ſeen in the repeated provo- 
| cations which forerun them; and alſo in that 
they are but ſeldom, compared with the world's 
8 deſert; his holineſs is alſo diſcerned, ſince hereby 
he expreſſeth his hatred of ſin ; his jufice is no leſs 
conſpicuous 1 in the guilt of the ſufferers, when he 
| gives forth the tokens of wrath to come his $ truth 
A is 
e Back. vi. 7. 904 Pſalm i ix. 16. 6 Ezek. vi. fo. 


Then ſhall they knaw that 1 bave not fait in vain 1 7 would do 
this evil unto them. : 


| cuteth, All the attributes of God are made known :” 


48 The CHRISTIAN'S Duty 


is evident in the accompliſhment of his threaten, 
ings; his“ Power is ſeen in overturning the na. 
"tions ; and, in one word, in theſe Judgments we 
have a glorious difplay of his adorable ſove. 
reignty : He deſtroys not any nation or City but 
for their fin ; yet it is plain, that he fixes di 


un 
what guilty people he pleaſeth, on whom k . 1; 
will pour out his wrath, for the warning « WW an 
others; and in theſe inſtances of his auf m 
pleaſure, however the effects are terrible to the be 
Wicked who ſuffer, he is not only righteous = 
but even merciful, ſince thoſe who are ſpared WWF + 
are hereby called to repentance. Thus every . . 
attribute of God is viſible in his Judgments, WF 
And that the repentance of ſinners is ano- WF v 
ther thing intended by theſe deſolations s . I. 
clearly revealed. To this purpoſe Peter obſerves, I. 
| that God condemned the old world, and over- dj 
_ threw Sodom and Gomorrah, + making them en. 
ſamples unto thoſe that after ſhould live un 
godly. And, after mentioning the ſudden de- h; 
ſtruction of certain perſons, our Lord faith, er- vi 
cept ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. By the k 
_ prophet Jeremiah it is alſo complained, that omar Wh tl 
repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, what have | f 
done? And again, * che fame prophet $ the t 
Lord c 
See Habak. iii. 6. In DEFY the deſcription of God) w 
power, when he cometh to judgment, is moſt grand and awfu 00 
Aae flood and meaſured the earth : he beheld, and drove aſunder th 
rations, and the everlaſiing mountains were ſeattered, the Nun 1 | 


hills did bow ; his ways are everlaſting. „ 
* Per ü. 6, 5 Jeremiah xviii, 8. 
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Lord promiſes, that if a nation repents upon 
| ; beine threatened, it ſhall not be deſtroyed: and 
E the people of Nineveh found it ſo. From all 
| which, and the current of the ſcripture, it ap- 
| pears, that, though multitudes remain obſtinate 
under repeated tokens of divine anger, yet the 
language of theſe deſolations to ſinners is, repent ; 
and we have reaſon to conclude that this ſhall be 
their effect on ſome: for, however many may 
de hardened, and go in ſin, to their ruin; God 
vill ſanctify his judgments, ſo that, when they 
+ are in the earth, the nbabitants of the world will 
karn righteouſneſs. 

Theſe are the particulars to be regarded, when 
we behold the deſolations which are made by the 
Lord, the facts themſelves, the hand of the 
Lord, the ſeveral cauſes, and the end of his 
pads,” 1 8 


I. To enquire when 8 may be ſaid to 


very briefly, In general, when the end is an- 
 ſwered; and particularly, when men have 
thoroughly acquainted themſelves with theſe 
facts, and are affected by the conſideration of 
them, ſo as to be aſhamed of their doings, and 
come to God with weeping and ſupplication; 
when perſons come deteſting their ſins with free 
confeſſion, and are brought to acknowledge the 
MALE, goodneſs, and righteouſneſs of God, 
and 


* Jonah " 10. - 4 Ilaiah xvi, 9. 


have duly conſidered theſe things. And this 
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and their own guilt and vileneſs, with a reſolu. 
tion to truſt in his mercy, and to ſeek his glory; 
then they have ſeen theſe works of the Lord to 
ſome purpoſe. To this divine judgments lead 
us, as appears from (verſe 10) Be fill, an 


know that I am God. Theſe awful works ar 


not for ſpeculation, nor is our proſpect of them 
to ſatisfy a vain curioſity; but we are to behold 
them for our improvement, that we may take 
warning, and be inſtructed by them, to the glory 
of God, and our own advantage. The tranſ. 
greſſor muſt behold till he is deeply affected, 
and tears of repentance flow from him; for he 


that is not brought to humble himſelf before God, 


will be found to have looked in vain, and come 
| ſhort of his duty; and it is to be feared that 
many are in this caſe, for it cannot be denied, 
bur moſt are ſoon weary of ſuch an attention 
Which leads 1 5 


III. To ſhew whence it is that men are n- 
diſpoſed to this practice. Our text ſuppoſeth, 
that men are prone to paſs by, or not duly con 
ider the works of the Lord; and this melan- 


choly truth will be owned by thoſe who kno 


mankind. Alas! how few lay to heart, or en- 


deavour to improve divine warnings, compared 
with thoſe who ſeem to deſpiſe them! Though 


the ſound of God's judgments, like the trum. 


pet at Sinai, is louder and louder, they remain 
unconcerned, and go on in fin, to their ruin! 


Now 


— 8 e _— « 
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Now the following . conduce to this fatal 
neglect, JW 

1. 1gnorance. Many are indie to this 
duty through a groſs ignorance of God and his 


works: an ignorance which prevails not only 
among thoſe who are ſolely directed by the light 
of nature, but alſo in ſome who enjoy revela- 


tion: To ſuch the apoſtle ſaith, * Some have not 
| the knowledge of God, I ſpeak this to your ſhame. 
| To their ſhame be it ſpoken, (and O that they 


were truly aſhamed!) many in our land, which 
hath been long indulged with the means of 


light, are In a manner unacquainted with God, 
in his perfections and providence. This igno- 


rance in a man who never heard of the ſcrip- 
| tures, or in a Papiſt who muſt not peruſe them, 
is very deplorable; 3 but in the inhabitants of a 
| proteſtant country, where copies of the bible 
| abound, and may be freely enjoyed, how can 
| it be excuſed ? It is ſhameful beyond expreſſion : 
| and yet, alas! doth not this ignorance cover 


the minds of many? They deſpiſe the glorious 


light which ſurrounds them, and are ſtrangers 


to the ſacred writings ; and, indeed, what can 


be expected, but chat a judicial blindneſs ſhould 
| enſue, which will render the ſubject leſs capable of 


reflecting on the works of God, than a ſober hea- 


then. To this cauſe the Pſalmiſt aſcribes the 


ſtupor of many, ſaying, + 4 brutiſh man know- 


eth not, neither doth a fool underſtand this. And in 


. | An: 
31 Cor. xv. 24. 1 pſalm ei , 
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another place he reproves the wicked, * Underſtand 
ye brutiſh among the people; and ye fools, when wil 
Je be wiſe ? Such fools and brutes have been ſeen 
where ſcripture light hath prevailed. Iſrael wa 
once ſo immerſed in vice and ignorance, that the 
prophet complains there was | 10 knowledge of 
God in the land. Some individuals muſt be ſup. 
poſed to have feared the Lord, and preſerved hi 
knowledge; but fo greatly was religion declined, 
that this ſhocking ignorance prevailed in genera}! 
And can it be denied that this is the caſe with 
many in England? Many know not God; and 
| hence they are | timorops, and carried about with 
every wind when providence threatens, but can- 


Dl nat 
/ RE Bo a a 
| Thus ſoon after the late earthquakes in London 'and 
Weſtminſter, incredible numbers of people, ſome ſay athird 


part of the inhabitants, were thrown into a panic, by the pre- 


| ſumptous report of a crazy life-guardman, who gave out that 
on the 4th of April 1750, being juſt four weeks from the laſt 


| ſhock, there would be another, and à more fatal one, than 
either of the former : on this report, without any other viſible 


cauſe of fear, many left their houſes, and walked in the fields, or 
lay in boats; and, as it is ſaid, ſome people of faſhion ſat up in 
their coaches all night. An affecting proof of our unpre- 
| paredneſs to meet God, if he ſhould come forth in judgment 
againſt us! The real ſtate and conduct of theſe credulous fu- 
gitives I know not; but it is plain, that infidelity and licen - 
tiouſneſs have taken a wide ſpread among us; and to ſucn 
groundleſs terrors are a people expoſed, who have no ſenſe of 
true religion, and live without God in the world. May this 
Inſtance of our folly be remembered only to promote humility 
and repentance ! 8 
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not be engaged to a ſerious regard of the divine 
band! And, 

2. Another thing which produces this aver- 
don is guilt, When the divine judgments are 
| abroad in the · earth, it is natural for the wicked 
do hide themſelves; they have no heart to come 
ſorth and behold the awful events which beſpeak 
the majeſty and wrath of God; the terrors of the 
Almighty make them afraid, and they cannot 
endure his highneſs. Every deſolation in the 
world is a token of God's righteouſneſs, and his 
| | abhorrence of fin, and is a fore runner and warn- 
g ing of future vengeance; and there is nothing that 
E the wicked deſire more to conceal from them- 
ſelves; they always endeavour, though ſometimes 
in vain, to put far off the judgment to come. 
When convictions ſeize the impenitent ſinner, 
his fears riſe high, and diſturb his breaſt; and 
| in this condition he is not diſpoſed to examine 
| or behold the works of the Lord. Again, 
3. Senſuality is likewiſe another occaſion of in- 
diſpoſing men for this duty. 34 * Awake to righ- 
| teouſneſs,” and ſeu not; for ſome Save not the know. 
| ledge of God. A--life of intemperance and un- 
| cleanneſs will ſtupify the ſinner in ignorance and 
| guilt; but is not this the life which ſome nominal 

chriſtians lead? And how can they, who thus ſleep 
in the fleſh, and obey its luſts, be inclined to 
conſider the judgments which overtake ſinners 
in a moment, to the loſs of their treaſure or 

” 5 5 yes? 
* 1 Cor. xv. 34. : 
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lives? The thought is too painful ! So that 1 


man who is reſolved to proceed in this libertine | 


courſe, is not able to look at theſe deſolations 
but will naturally turn off his eyes, and hav 
immediate recourſe to ſome - vain amuſement 
that, if poſſible, he may baniſh their remem. 
brance from. his ſoul ; — for a foul ſuch a man 
hath, which 1s immortal and precious, though 
now he neglects it for animal pleaſure, and is in 
imminent danger of eternal ruin! Thus the 
wicked beſot themſelves in ſenſual delights, and 
are not concerned to know and improve the mol 


awful events. As the prophets deſcribe them, they 
add drunkenneſs to thirft, they have - muſic and 


BY wine in their feaſts, but they regard nt th 
work of the Lord in the earth. But, 
. Infigelity hath no ſmall concern in the con. 
tempt lon ne men ſhew of divine diſpenſations 
Many dem highly conceited of their own un. 
= derſtanding in what is ſtiled the phenomena of 


nature; they think they can reſolve all the ap | 


pearances in the world, and hence they overlook 
the hand of God in his judgments. Thus thei 

_ philoſophy and vain deceit have puffed up thei! 

lleſnly minds; they have wandered from the 
Creator to the creature; and, as ſome have ob- 
ſerved, under a pretence of admiring the work 
of nature, the God of nature is loſt: a loſs in 
| deed! For while men are thus deceived and 
<lated, they are incapable of beholding ide 


works 


3 Deut. MY | þ Iſaiah v. 12. 
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works of the Lord. It is to be feared there are 
many, in this day of growing infidelity, who, 
from a vain conceit of being able to aſſign na- 
tural cauſes to the moſt ſucen and fearful 
events, will treat the advice of the text as weak 
and ſuperſtitious. May the Lord convince them 
of their folly ! But it is difficult to ſay, whether 
theſe proud and unhappy men are objects of 
moſt contempt or pity ; however, they have no 
| juſt pretence to the character of believers in re- 
velation; nor do I ſee why they ſhould claim 
| it, In revelation we ſee that natural cauſes, 
J uhich produce theſe awful events, are controuled 
| by the Almighty, * Who gathereth the winds in 
| his fits, and meaſureth the waters in the hollow of x 
his hand. All the creatures of the univerſe F are 
the ſervants of the Lord; they continue to act 
by his appointment, and under his influence. 
And, in a word, in theſe ſacred writings we find, 

| that when the great God accompliſhed his threat- 
| nings, by the mediation of ſecond cauſes, the 
| prophets agree with our text, and aſcribe them to 
| him : by their account, it is the Lord that hath 
done all theſe. But from this men are blinded 
by their infidelity.” 05 
| Theſe are the evils which indifpoſe n men for 
| duly conſidering the judgments of God; name 
| ly, ignorance, guilt, ſenſuality,” and unhelief 
| accompanied with a vain conceit of their know- 
„„ ledge 


5 Prov. xxx. 3 Iſaiah xl. 12. compared.” 
+ um CX1X, 91. 
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ledge in natural things: hence too many * 22 
not, neither will they ndertand ; 90 n walk on in 


pay It i. e M11 
IV. To Kanne hk n inf the an 
rn Why ought men to behold the Ae 
of the Lord, or what may induce them to this 
. obſervance; of the Gniviations'' be hath made i 
0 earth, ; 2 And briefly, : 
” They are deſerving our notice. ＋ Th 
3 of the Lord are great. This is true of al 
Di. works whether of mercy or judgment; to the 


latter of which the Pſalmiſt more directly reters- 


in another place, and faith, they are 4 marvel 
lous; and this anſwers to the ſong of the hex: 
venly hoſt, in which they proclaim theſe words 


Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord Gul | 


Almighty; juſt and true are thy ways, thou king of 
ſaints — for thy judgments are made: manifeſt. Nov 
that which is truly great and marvellous, as al 
the divine judgments are, deſerves our attention; 
and therefore it becomes us to obey the exhor- 

tation, and. behold. che ars ol te. Lord. 
But, Ty fed. 

2. This is 8 not 3 in 1 text; by 
- likewiſe in many other parts of ſacred writ. 10 
the laſt quoted paſſage theſe words are 22 
8 Who ſhall not fear before thee, O Lord, and gle 
Y 715 Hy name 1 fo thou only art holy, fer all nation 


ſeal 


* = 


| Rev, XV. 3, . Rev. XV. 4, 


a4 oe og. og. 


* Pſalm Ixxxii. 5, + Pfalm exi. 2. f Pſalm ix. | 


$52 3 Ws 
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| fol come and worſhip before thee. From whence 
it is plain, that when the judgments of God are 


ade manifeſt, men are:called to obſerve them, 
and to give him the glory which is due to his 
name. And this alſo appears from another place, 


wherein it is declared, that be hath made his 


wonderful works to be remembered. And the ſame 


is likewiſe confirmed by the complaints, we have 
ſeen, brought againſt men for not en them. 
And, Br 


make no advantageous. impreſſion. I gnorance, 


vice, and unbelief indiſpoſe men to this duty, 
and the omiſſion of it leaves them impenitent, 


yea, more the ſervants of ſin than before; for 


| an obſtinate neglect of divine warnings tends 
to harden the ſinner : ſo that, if perſons are not 
made better by theſe diſpenſations, they are ſure- 
| ly made worſe; and hence many proceed ina 
2000 of rebellion o their een ruin. And 5 


EY T hey who are a to ee 46 coun- 


0 will feel the diſpleaſure of God. It is very 


N diſpleaſing to the Almighty, when perſons re- 
main deaf to the voice of his. judgments, and 
what he will ſurely reſent. How awful is that 
declaration concerning ſuch perſons, He + ſhall 
deftroy them, and not build them up! In like man- 
ner his anger was kindled againſt his own peo- 
1 Ss ple, 


* Plalm c. 4. 1 Pfüm Xvi f. 


- 9, As tern ts, our own improvement. 
Dales we behold the works of the Lord, they can 
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38 Wie CHRISTIAN's Duty. 
ple, when they provoked him by this conduct; 


for we find that, after repeated charges of deſpi 1 


ſing the voice of his providence in the defolz. 
tions he had made, it is thus written againſt 
1 frael : * have. evertbrown Some of you, as Gil 
everthrew, Sodom. and Gomorrah, and ye were 46 
0 re- brand pluckt cut of. the. burning: yet have ve 
wot returned unto ine, ſaith the Lord. Therefore 
_ thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael; and becauſe l 
vill do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy Ged, ( 
 Jhael. And as a further motive to awaken. their 
fear, he news them his terrible power, and thus 
proceeds: For lo, he that formeth the mountains 


aud crcaleib the wind, and declareth to man what 


is his thought, that maketh the morning darkneſs, 
and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, the 
Lord, the God of Hoſts is bis name. Dreadful 
bound in the ears of tranſgreſſors! A proclams- 
tion of war from the Almighty himſelf, whois 


haſtening as it were in arms againſt a  rebelli- 


ous people! Who can abide his coming, or fay 


in what manner his wrath ſhall deſcend ? This 


he paſſed over in ſilence, and thereby the more 
_ ſtrongly... ſuggeſted. that it would be fearful 


beyond expreſſion. Such was the deſtruction 
With which Iſrael was threatened for not regard: 


ing the zudgments of her God; and doth not 
this prove that wrath hangs over the heads of 
thoſe who behold not theſe works of the Lord? 
Alas, for theſe perſons; ; they are in the high 


road 


* Amos iv. 11, 8 | 
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road to 1-2 IRENE nor ſhall TOP rin 1 5 
they repemet 1 bl 

The ſum is, we are to o behold, or duly ald 
der the deſolations which are in the earth, in do- 
ing which we ſhould attend to the facts in particu- 
| lars we are to conſider the divine hand in theſe 
| ful events, and to examine their cauſes, and 
| eſpecially the meritorious cauſe, which is ſin: 
| ne are to conſider the end of God's judgments, 
wherein he diſplays his- glory, and calls to re- 
pentance : no man, therefore, can be faid o 
behold, in the ſenſe of the text, till he is humbled 
before God; but to this duty it appears mankind | 
are averſe, and we ſee that this indiſpoſition is 
owing to | ignorance, guilt, ſenſuality, and un- 
belief: nevertheleſs, it is becoming and neceſſary 


to behold theſe works of the Lord, for they ar 


great, and deſerve our notice; it is what the 
Lord hath required, and without this attention 
| they will not affect or improve us; and, ita 
| word, a neglect of this duty is Pi to the 
| Almighty, and what he will ſurely OMe: Nel | 
| from theſe things we may conclude, 
| 1. That impenitent ſinners ſhall meet eit 
| their deſert. There is reaſon to fear, that fome 
take occaſion from the long-ſuffeting of God, 
and a falſe notion of his goodneſs and mercy, 
| to flatter themſelves that they ſhall eſcape di- 
vine judgment; and ſome men may bolſter them 
up in theſe vain conceits; but verily there is a 
| God that Judgeth- the earth, and he is fome- 


n times 


40 De CARISTIAN “Y Duty. 

times * near in his awful works. Fotbearance 
is not forgiveneſs, neither is goodneſs inconſi. | 
tent with juſtice, The judgments which ap. 
pear in the world, forebode that day of deſtruc. 
tion, which cometh from the Almighty : and we 
are told it ſhall F barn as an oven, and leave the 
wicked neither root nor branch; and that + whe 
nation ſhall riſe againſ nation, and there ſhall by 
amines and peſtilences and earthquakes in diver; 


places, theſe are the beginning of ſorrows, True, 


the end is not yet; but & the judge ſtandeth at 
the door, and || many ſorrows ſhall be to the 
wicked, Theſe temporal judgments point to 
the eternal damnation of the wicked, and warn 
them of wrath to come; therefore let them be. 
ware. The preſumptuous will appear to be de. 
ceived; for, if there is any truth or perfection in 
the Deity, no one divine attribute can hinder the | 
diſplay of another, nor any divine threatening 
fall to the ground: the immenſe goodneſs and 
boundleſs merey of God, on which ſome pte. 
ſume, will be found to conſiſt with the utter 
and everlaſting deſtruction of the ungodly 
And, 
2. We learn, that i it is a bad pion when 
repeated judgments:make but little impreſſion. 
We have been frequently warned both at home 
and abroad; towards the end of the late war 


* Pſalm Ixxv. 1. + Mal. 1. 1. | 72 Mart xxiv. * 
9 James v. 9. S Plalm xxxii 10. 
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in Times of” Public Calamity, 4 
| # gn unnatural rebellion was raiſed, when the 
nation was in a manner defenceleſs, which great 
y expoſed us: diſeaſe on our cattle enſued, 
| which, though not ſo extreme as in foreign 
| parts +, yet, had a threatening aſpect, and was very 
diſtreſſing to many: about two years after repeat- 
| & ſhocks + of an earthquake filled us with 
terror; and now of late the like awful 'commo-_ 
| tions have ſpread ruin in neighbouring king= 
doms, and the tremor has been felt, though 
| (lightly and without any damage, in our own 
country. Thus we are at preſent mercifully 
| ſpared, while many have been deſtroyed : yet 
| another calamity attends us; the ſword is drawn 
in our colonies abroad, and our enemies 
| threaten to invade us at home. Thus God hath | 
| ſpoke not only once and twice, but many times, 
ud in divers ways, and he ſtill continues his voice 
| tathe nation. Now, what is aur conduct under 
| theſe circumſtances? It is hoped there are many 
Vvhoſe hearts are affected, and who daily pray 
| lor the Not of the indy; bug: can- we voy that 


5 The ene began Aug: 1745, 1 was 3 f 
in a victory under the brave Duke of Cumberland, April 1746. 

1 By che account: of Sept. 1747, it appears that in Lin- 
colnſnire and Net only. this: diener had de- 

lroyed 49,000 cattle. 

] The one was on Thurſday, Feb. . 1750, 8 
twelve and one o'clock at noon. The other, which was mors 
violent and of longer continuance, was on that day month; 

namely, Thurſday, March 8, about * an e after five 
vclack 3 in the morning. 
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1 De CunIsTIAN's Duty 


the inhabitants in general ſeem duly concerned 


Are our humiliations and other ſigns of repentance 
anſwerable to theſe divine warnings ? Can we ſay 


that luſt of pleaſures, blaſphemies, Profaning 
the name of God, and his ſabbaths, and a con- 
tempt of his word are abated? Do not men of 
all ranks, and from every quarter go forth open- 
ly on a Lord's- day to their carnal ſports, in the 
neglect of divine worſhip, as if they had made 
a covenant with death and with hell, and knew 


not God, or deſpiſed his ſervice, which is in 


effect to deny him? 


And we have but a melancholy proſe, 


when we reflect on the conduct of ſome who are 
ſeparated from the world by an outward pro- 
feſſion: if they run not to the ſame excels of 
riot with the abandoned multitude, and are not 
ſo defective in their morals, how poorly is their 
religious character maintained! View them in 
their families, and what appearance of religion 
is there? Where is the difference between them 
and others? Do they, by reading the ſcriptures, 
by their conſtant prayers, and by their frequent 
diſcourſe with their children and ſervants on di 


vine things, diſcover the fear of God, and re- 


commend the goſpel of Chriſt? Alas! there 
is reaſon to fear, that in the families of ſome 
profeſſors theſe godly exerciſes are rare: They 


ſpend their time in the like vain manner with 


the reſt of the world ; ; and thoſe who are about 


them, can ſee little or nothing more of their 
| retſgion 


— 


in Times of Public Calamity. - 43 


religion, than that they prefer one place of wor- 
ſhip to another. And, if we follow ſuch perſons 
to the houſe of God, we ſhall not find 1 it much 
better: How unſteady, partial, and ſupine * 
their attendance on public devotions! Any ex- 
cuſe will detain them from the ſanctuary, to 
| which when they come, it is in ſuch a manner, 


that an earthly governor would not accept it at 
their hands; and they care little for the diſci- 


| pline and order of the churches to which they 
belong. This is their behaviour, and thus ſome 
go on to the diſgrace of their holy profeſſion, 


and hurt of their own ſouls; and this under 
| the various, repeated, and loud warnings of di- 


vine providence, which hath awakened even Pa- 
| piſts and Infidels, beſides many Proteſtants of 
different denominations. But nothing will move 
them! Amazing } Will neither earthquakes nor 


wars, neither the ſufferings of their fellow: ſub- 
jects in America, nor the perſecution of their 


| fellow-chriſtians in F rance, affect them It 15 
truly aſtoniſhing and grievous to behold any 
who have taken upon them the name of Chriſt, 
| under theſe awful alarms, in appearance, N 
of goſpel ordinances, and deſpiſing the p provi- 
on which thouſands and ten thouſands are Pure. 
ung, with their ſouls in their hand, 


Thus many of different characters ſeem un- | 


affected with theſe awful diſpenſations: and 
ſhall not the Lord viſit tor theſe things, if we 


repent not? Reformation, indeed, is very im- 


'62 probable, 
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44 The CuRIS T IAN 's Duty 
probable, while Papiſts, Deiſts, and Libertines 
ſwarm to infect us; but“ with God all thing 
are poſſible, He is able to + put away the 
wicked as droſs, and turn us to himſelf: for 
which mercy let us pray; left, like Ifrael, ow 
ſinful nation, after being ſpared, as a brand 
_ plucked from the burning, ſhould be chaſtened 
with his fore diſpleaſure, Which leads to con. 
: clude, 

e oy theſe things we are tanght our SO 
in times of Altre. Not the creature, but 

God. To whom ſhould we reſort in the pro 
ſpect of public calamity, but to him who maketh 

_ theſe deſolations in the earth? The text ſhould 

_ excite and direct our prayers, and fix our hope 

in every ſeaſon of trouble. Are the cloud: 

threatening and are ſtorms impending over our 
heads; yea, is the tempeſt ready to break in 
upon us? Let us turn to the Lord who ſmiteth 

n to this the righteous are encouraged with 

an aſſurance of ſalvation, In vain do we truſt, 

and place our hearts on the uncertain enjoyments 
of time; and therefore, with a grateful ſenſ 
of the goodneſs expreſſed in our allotment of 
preſent things, may we be able to ſay, f the 

Lord is our portion, and that our truſt is in 
him! What are palaces and towers, or what are 
the riches of the world, when the earth is moved 


out of its courſe! We ſee, that if the Almigh- 


ty ſhould contend with our land, and ſhake i 
or 88 
Matt. -xix, 26. + Pſalm cxix, 119. f Lam. iii. 24 


zn Times of Public Calamity. - ax 


| as he hath lately ſhaken fome other conntries, 
; our houſes may fall upon us, and be the inſtru- 
| ments of our ruin. When God takes hold of 
judgment, there is no ſafety ſhort of himſelf: 


he deſtroyeth ſinners and their confidence — 


ther. 


every convinced tranſgreſſor, who is laden with 


guilt, be perſuaded, that there is no refuge from 
|. wrath * come, but in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt! 
He is * an hiding- place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempeſt ; and + there is not ſalvation in 


any other, They only are ſafe, who by faith 


repoſe themſelves in him, who ruleth in the uni- 
verſe, and will not forſake his people. Bleſſed are 
all they who truſt in him: there is no change to 
which the earth is expoſed, under which they 
may not r<joice and fay, The Lord of Hoſts is with 


13 the God of Jacob i 10 ou 


» Iſaiah xoaxii. 8. 


help. Selab. 
\ + AQs iv, 12. 
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In one word, let us keep ir in view the eternal ” 
ſtate, . to which we are haſtening; and may 
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| Therefore will 1 not we Re though the earth be Me 
moved, and though the mountains be carried inn 
| the midſt of the ſea; though the waters theruf 
roar and be troubled, though the mountains ſhake © 
with the ſwelling thereof, Selah. There is a river, 
the ſtreams whereof make glad the city of Gu, 
_ 9 Place of the Sans Li the __ High 


CY! N a mutable Pn, and eſpecially | 
S when threatened with changes and 

5 war, which deſolate the earth, it 
655 5 becomes us to conſider what will 
1 be our ſupport, if the like calami- 
ties he overtake us, by which many are de 
ſtroyed. That 1 we are e liable to inundations and 
earthquake, 


The CnR1ST1 AN's Confidence, Kc. 47 
| # earthquakes, to the ſword and the peſtilence, 


| and to other deſtructive evils, will not be denied; 
| and it is plain that, in the ordinary courſe of pro- 


* vidence, when the moſt High chaſtiſeth the na- 


| tions, the event is without diſtinftion. Under 


| theſe circumſtances, who cannot ſee that ſome 


| hope, independent of this life, is of the greateſt im- 


| portance? Are we conſtantly expoſed to the ſud- 
den loſs of earthly comforts, and even of life it- 


ſelk? Then, ſurely, it is needful that we have 
| another portion and refuge, than this world, in 


its beſt eſtate, can afford: ſuch a refuge the be- 
E liever hath, which is the ſubject before us; a 


ſubje&t not impertinent, and which, with a di- 


vine bleſſing, may be uſeful after che preceding 


diſcourſes. 
The deſign of the aſia need not be repeated. 


| 1 begins in a bold and triumphant manner: Gd 
| is our refuge and ſtrength. This glorious truth is 


poſitively aſſerted, and without limitation; which 


ſhews that there is no kind or degree of trouble, 
in which the faithful may not be confident, God 


is the refuge of his ſaints in every ſtorm and diſ- 


| eſs he | is able and hath "engages to ſave them, 
| "a 


, ® Iſands : are obſerved to hey more RET expoſed to earth- 
quakes than the continent, and theſe ſhocks have been moſt 


frequent and ſevere on the ſea-coaſt, or water-fide, We ſhould 
therefore not be ſecure, but rather admire the Peculiar mercy _ 
of God to England, and eſpecially when we reflect on the year 
1750, when London was twice very ſenſibly ſhook, without a 
houſe deſtroyed, or a life loſt. This amazing inſtance of 


drine n mould! not be forgotten. 
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48 The CHRLISTIAN's Confidence ” 
and in bim they truſt as their rock of defence 


It is added, 4 very preſent help in trouble; or, 1 


it may be rendred, he hath been found a ſiuf. 
ficient and conſtant, or great help in diſtreg: 
He is £/-ſhadaai, God all-ſufficient, and his peo. 
ple have found him ſo in every age T. For bis wor 


is perfed, the word of the Lord is tried: be in q 


buckler to all thaſe that truſt him. 

This joyful declaration is immediately followed 
with the verfes contained in the text: a copious 
and beautiful paragraph, which yields ſtrong 
conſolation to the righteous in every poſſible 
ſeaſon of trouble. And in this fruitful n 
we have, 


1. An event ſuppoſed. 


II. The affuranee of the faithful on that ſup . 


. 0. And, 
II. Their reſolution upon this confidence. 


2 ſhall attend to the words under this naturd 


| diviſion. And, 


1 13 us Ken the event which the faithful 
ſuppoſe. In what view are the 1/raelites led to 
reflect on their hope, and thereby encouraped to 
take up the reſolution expreſſed in the text? We 
| have need of daily Ee to our confidence in 
a world of fin and temptation; but it is not = 


+ P/alm xviii. 30 
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the proſpect of common trials, or merely under 


an expectation of ſome great diſtreſs, that the 


carried into the midſs of the ſea, though the waters 
ſuke with the ſwelling thereof. Selah. And who 
ful? Now this affecting ſcene may he. conſidered 


both in a literal and figurative ſenſe. And, 5 


ſcription of a dreadful and extenſive earth- 
quake; ſuch as hath lately ſpread, in a very aw- 


| ful manner, though not to the degree which is 
| ſuppoſed in the text; in which is repreſented 3 
violent and“ univerſal concuſſion of the habi- 


table world: both land and water are troubled; 


ever; indeed it hath once been deſtroyed, and 


ſhall again be conſumed, for +4 the earth, and ; 
% works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up; yet 


H 
＋ Eccl. i 4. 


* 
* Pſalm. exix. 90. 
4 2 Pet. iii. 10. 


fints are here conducted to their joy; they are 
; brought under the apprehenſion of a ſeaſon, the 
| moſt deplorable that can be conceived. The caſe 
is deſcribed in part of the ſecond, and the whole 
of the third verſe, which runs thus : Though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be 


thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains : 


can imagine an event more diſtreſſing and fear: 


F 25h 
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1. If taken literally, it contains Aa lively de- 


2 
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| they are fearfully ſhaken, and ſeem ready to fall 
| in confuſhon. 7. hough the earth, i. e. the land, 
' which is the moſt ſolid and firm of ſublunary 
bodies, and is ſaid to “ abide, yea, to + abide for 
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it may. be ſaid to abide, compared with the un- 0 
| ſtable waters, which are in a continual fluctu 7 5 
| ation, and alſo with its fruits, and the works ii 4 
| contains, all which are periſhing and tran. WF .; 
ſttory; and more eſpecially when compared with ö 2 
its mortal inhabitants, whoſe natural life is* . a 
j even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, a] 5 
| _ then vaniſheth away. Thus Solomon declares, Ou FF? 
generation paſſeth away, and another generation cometh, WM 
but the earth abideth for ever. And agreeable to WF 5 
this property of the earth, the ſhaking or moving WWF m 
3 thereof is always conſidered as a wonderful 2 
. event, which betokens ſome vaſt power, and, L 01 
in ſcripture, is aſcribed to the Almighty. Thus fi 
the Pſalmiſt, 1 The earth foo; On what ocz 3 h 


| | fion, or from what cauſe ? At the preſence of Gul, 
| And again, $ Tremble, thou earth, at the preſeu 
ET of the Lord, at the preſence of the God of Jac. 
And further, it is ſaid, ** he earth ſhook and tren. 
bled, becauſe he was wroth. And this extraordi. 

nary and threatening event, which is aſcribed to 


1 | 
| the power and anger of God, is ſuppoſed in the 
. text: And ſtill further to aggravate the car, n 
it follows, Though the mountains be carried into th h 
midſt of the ſea, though the waters thereof roar ani n 
be troubled, though the mountains ſhake with tit ; 

ſwelling thereof. When the earth ſhakes, the fe: 

roareth, and the waters are troubled, as of late, inthe 
i like tremors we find, the waters have been in grea WW 
VVV | agitation, $& 
james iv. 14, 3 Eccleſ, i i. Fl tf Pſalm 1xviii. 8. m: 
| Ol 


Palm exiv. 1 * Plalm vi. 7. 
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agitation, in ſome places they have ſwelled to an 
amazing height, to the terror and deſtruction 
of many. Now this ſwelling of the ſea is likewiſe 
aſcribed to the preſence of the Lord: he waters 
ſaw thee, O God, thy waters ſaw thee : they were 
afraid; the depths ao were troubled. In this 
manner the waters 4nd the ſea are ſuppoſed to 
be diſturbed, inſomuch that the mountains, 
zich, it is ſaid, the Almighty + by bis frength 
FE hath ſet faſt, being girded with power ; even the 
mountains, whoſe foundations are deeply rooted, 
and which are hard as a rock, fo that no time, 
1 or art, or ordinary changes, can aftect them, are 
F ſuppoſed to depart: though the mountains ſhould 
die ſhaken, yea, though they ſhould be carried into 
the midſt of the ſea.—The idea is vaſt and exten- 
five! According to this repreſentation, the tre- 
mor is ſo great and univerſal, as to ſhake and re- 
move the largeſt mountains, even thoſe which 
ſtand in the moſt diſtant part of the continent; 
yea, all the mountains in the earth are ſuppoſed 
to be not only ſhaken, but carried away, and that 
not barely to, or into, but into the midſt or 

heart of the ſea, What language can deſcribe a 
more dreadful commotion ? When any part of 
eee, Ke 


or 5[ĩVꝛ %o 

I falm Ixv. 6. Being girded with ponver, which may refer 

0 God; and then it expreſſes the great diſplay there is of 
divine power in forming rheſe lofty parts of the earth: or it 

may de applied to the mountains themſelves, and then it points 
out their prodigious ſtrength, e . 
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the earth is ſhaken and moved, we know it; 


effects are terrible: how fearful then is the ſcens 


preſented in the text | When all the waters of 
the earth ſhall be troubled ; 5 when the Northern 


and the Southern oceans, the Atlantick and 
Pacifick ſeas, when theſe, and the leſſer ſeas, 


with their attendant lakes and rivers, ſhall roar, 
and foam, and toſs themſelves, and move the 


four quarters of the world; when their tumul. 


 tuous ſwell ſhall reach, ſhake, yea, and over: 


whelm every mountain; what tongue can {et 


forth, or heart conceive, the babes and di 
ſtreſs of ſuch an univerſal and tremendous con- 
vulſion! How piercing the cries and groans of 
. he ſufferers! What a conſternation muſt ſinner; 
be in, when thus overtaken and alarmed! Awa- 
| kened to a ſenſe of guilt, how are many ſurprized 
in the views of damnation, when, alas, they find 
_ themſelves inſtantly in danger of being over- 


whelmed, or cruſhed to pieces, and thereby ſent 


quick down to the grave, hopeleſs of mercy! 
Hod are they: brought into deſolation as in a mi- 
ment! They are utterly conſumed with terrors. 


Thus if the words are literally underſtood, 


they ſuppoſe the moſt awful event; A ſudden 
and univerſal earthquake, in which both land 
and water are diſturbed, to a degree which 
muſt be followed with the world's wreck, and 


the ruin of its inhabitants. And this ſuppoli 


tion 
* Palm 8 19. 


bel 
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don is put, to ſhew that no change to which the 
ceeanrch is liable can deprive the believer of his hope. 
We are graciouſly affured that the Lord will not 
again deſtroy the earth, as at the deluge, till the 
| od of time ; but then, as obſerved, both hea- 
| yens and earth ſhall be conſumed with fire: and 
| it cannot be doubted, but that dreadful burning 
W vill occaſion a commotion in the world, equal to 
WW what our text repreſents. In the mean time, it 
W i; well known, by late experience, that part of 
| the earth may be moved, to the deſtruction of 


W many; and therefore it becomes us to conſider 


| what will ſupport us, if the Almighty ſhould 
chaſtize the place of our abode. Bur, 
| 2, The words may be taken metaphorically ; 
| and then they deſcribe thoſe wars, which, under 
| the permiſſion of providence, ſometimes deſolate 
the earth. By the earth we are frequently to un- 
| derftand her inhabitants in general, or the. nations 
| of the world, diſtinct from the church. Thus 
| faith the Pſalmiſt, + The Lord reigneth, let the earth. 
| rejoice: let the people of the earth rejoice, of 
| whom it is afterward aid, they ſee his glory. 
| And again, The earth mourneth and fadeth away, 
| i.e. the haughty people. And this ſeems the ge- 
neral ſenſe of thoſe paſſages, which aſcribe human 
| ations or paſſions to the earth. And in like man- 
| | | | ; | | ner | 
I Pſalm xcvii. 1. * Ifaiah xxiv. 4. See alſo Rev. xi. 
13, 16, where the earth ſtands oppoſed to the church, which 


is there compared to a woman, whom the earth is ſaid to 
kelp, and allo to o pexſecute. 
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ner the inhabitants of the world are compared 
waters: thus it is ſaid concerning the nations wh, | 

become ſubject to antichriſt : * The waters which 

thou [aweſt, where the whore ji tteth, are people, ai 

' multitudes, and nations, aud tongues, A mult. 

tude of people greatly reſemble many waten; 

and if their paſſions are moved, and they he. 
come tumultuous and hoſtile, they ſound like th 
fea, when troubled, and carry deſtruction befor 
— them. And accordingly the Cha/dean army i 
mentioned under the ſame metaphor : T Bebll 

waters riſe up out of the North, and ſhall be n 

- overflowing flood, and ſhall overflow the land. Ani 
of Babylon it is ſaid, + Her waves do tur 
like great waters. So that mankind are compared 
to the earth and the waters; and therefore the 

text may be applied to civil as well as to 1. 

| tural commotions, and be conſidered as ſetting 

forth the tumult and confuſion of war; which ſenſ 
is agreeable to the ſixth verſe, wherein it is ſaid, 

The heathen raged, the Kingdoms were moved. And 

it is certain, that the conſolation hereafter con. 

| fidered is for the ſupport of the faithful, when 
threatened with the word, as in all other ſea- 
ſons of trouble. 
A ſimilitude appears between the natural and 
civil conſtitution of the earth. Is the garth com. 
poſed of land and water? In like manner ber 


princes conſiſt of thoſe whoſe dominions Hl 
Wide 


er. wi. 25 + Jeremiah xlvii, 2. 
J Jeremiah F 
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wide from the ſea, and thoſe who poſſeſs her 

W its; and when theſe powers are at war, and 

Lend forth their fleets and armies, and deſtroy 
the world, their turbulent motions are aptly 

© Jeſcribed in the paſſage. It is a lively deſcrip- 

don of a general war, with which we are threat- | 
ned, and which may the Lord of hoſts prevent! 

But if it ſhould be permitted, we may behold our 

© condition in the verſes before us. © 

| Theſe civil commotions likewiſe agree to thoſe | 

© which are natural, in their cauſes and effects. 

t Their cauſes are ſimilar : Are natural convulſions 

} produced through heats and vapours, which act 

on the ſurface or in the bowels of the earth? 

From whence come wars and fightings among you ? 

(ame they not hence, even of your luſts that Car in 

vr members? From the fire of luſt, and the 

E filly vapours of the fleſh, both private and 

J public contentions ariſe. Pride, covetouſneſs, 

and wrath are the ſource of theſe troubles which 

| diſturb the peace of mankind. Curſed be thar 

| anger, and thoſe baſe luſts, by which fellow- 

| creatures and fellow-chriſtians are divided and 

ruined! And there is alſo a ſimilitude in the ef. 

kts. Do natural earthquakes ſpread terror and 

deſtruction abroad ? The ſame are promoted by 

civil commotions; “ fer every battle of the warrior 

's with confuſed noiſe, andygarments rolled in blood. 

* Ifaiah ix. 5. — And Jeremiah, Chap. iv. 19. deſcribes his 

Ufzeſs on ſuch an occaſion in a moſt pathetic manner, ſaving, 

| Ul) bowels, my bowels, I am painted at my very beart, — bet; 


Fus 


Vl 
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May we not, on theſe conſiderations, reaſon. 
ably look on our text as deſcribing the princes 
and ſtates of the world in contention, in which we 
view the earth moved by the luſts of men, and 
in a ſtate of general war? When the forces of the 
nations are in action oppoſing each other, and the 
arms of the wicked are carried from ſea t0 
ſea, to the ends of the earth, and multitudes 
are deſtroyed by the roaring cannon and de. 
vouring ſword, it evidently anſwers the de- 
ſcription before us. 
Nov ſuppoſing the earth to be removed '! in 
either or in both theſe ſenſes; ſuppoſing the Al- 
mighty ſhould ariſe and ſhake the world, and 
diſturb both the land and waters, as of late 
in ſeveral countries; ſuppoſing .he ſhould per- 
mit the luſts of the wicked to rage, and de- 
ſtroy all before them; though the earth in this 
ſenſe be troubled, and, through the ſwellings of 
theſe mighty waters, 1 UE mountains, i. e. the 
Princes and ſtates of the world, who may be 


compared to mountains for heir pride and ; 
ſelf-confidence z though, as it is ſometimes ſeen, N 
theſe haughty men, who think their mountain 


ſtands ſtrong, ſhould fall and periſh in the . 
ſea of troubles they have raiſed, and be cruſhed , 
in their own confuſion ; ; and 1 in a word, though B 

: _ theſe 


thou 26 beard, 0 my foul, gie found of 4 trumpet, the alarm if 
war. Deſtruction upon deſtruction, Ec. May a gracious pro- 
 \ vidence forbid the like fearful appearance i in our vere, and 
yes us Roms the like difireſs ! 
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theſe fearful and fatal commotions, both natural 
and civil, ſhould become univerſal, the righteous 
are ſecure : Under all theſe ſuppoſitions the hope 
of the godly remains, and they have a ſolid 
ground of confidence and joy. Which leads, 

II. To the aſſurance of the faithful on this 

| ſuppoſition, Which is contained in the fourth 

verſe: There is a river, the ſtreams whereof make 

| glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles 

| of the moſt High. And here we are led from the 

| tumultuous noiſe of earthquakes and wars, to 

| be refreſhed with the till waters of comfort 

| and peace. A delightful change of ſubject! On 

| which our thoughts might be employed to the 

extent of many diſcourſes, for indeed there is 

| no fathoming this river, or exhauſting the 

| ſtreams thereof. But I, muſt attempt no more 

| than briefly to explain and a the paſ- 
| fage. 

a clauſe. may To oma this of. he hea- 

| venly city, in which John ſaw 4 pure river of 

| water of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of the 

throne of God, and of the Lamb. And I apprehend 
the ſame river is here intended; for the comfort 
nd joy of the ſaints, both in the preſent and fu- 
uus ſtate, are eſſentially the ſame; they flow from 

; the lame ſpring, which riſeth in heaven, where 

= K conſtantly appears broad and full, to the great 

latisfaCtion and pleaſure of the bleſſed inhabi- 
| ants; as it is written, tf I. thy Prejence is ful- 
nd 1 neſs. 


> 


ng of RS + Plalm zi. 11. 
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* meſs of joy, and at thy right hand there are plu. 


* ſures for evermore. If the words are applied to 


this ſtate, they ſeem to point out the certainty of 
that reſt, which remains for the people of God, 
and which is revealed for their ſupport in x 
time of temptation. In the proſpect of future 
happineſs, the faithful have endured through 
the changes and ſorrows of life; and nothing 
| ſhort of this hope can be ſufficient to ſuſtain 
a perſon under an apprehenſion of the fearful and 
deſtructive commotions we have lately ſeen, or 
which the text ſuppoſeth; ſince every one is 
liable to fall in the like calamity. The Lord 


is able, and in ſome inſtances hath ſeen fit, to 


ſave the righteous from impending ruin they 
have been as a firebrand plucked out of the 
burning : but this is not his ordinary courſe of 
: Proceeding; For no man knoweth love and haired 
| by all that is before him: and there is one event i 


„ / righteous and to the wicked. Nor is there any 


promiſe for the abſolute ſecurity of a perſon or 
people, however eminent for religion, to inſure 
them from being ſwallowed up, or cruſhed by 
an earthquake, or devoured by the ſword, or by 


any other judgment in the earth. 


Thus the words may be applied to te 


| heavenly ſtate, a proſpect of which is re. 


ceſſary to ſupport the believer, when expoſed 
to changes and troubles, which frequently ruin 
? mankind, 
: But 


* Eccleſ. ix. 1, 2. 
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| But the Pſalmiſt ſeems rather to be ſpeaking 
of the city of God below, than of Jeruſalem 
which is above ; and the gladneſs mentioned in 
tte text is, at leaſt in ſome degree, found among 
: the faithful in the preſent ſtate; and in * this 
light I ſhall conſider the words: There is @ river, 
| the ſtreams whereof make glad the city of God. 

q In which we may obſerve, 


. he character of the faithful ; the city of 
| God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the moſt 
1 Hyb.. 5 


Il. The rer which abides and flows in 
| their favour : though the earth itſelf ſhould 
be removed : There. is @ river. And, : 


| it. The adraccage-- they fall oben Gm 
| this river: 7. ” n, Op . mate them 
= glad, And, 


5 We have 1 character of the faithful, and 
| they are ſtiled the city of God, the holy place of the 
| tabernacles of the moſt High. By the city of God 
ve are frequently to underſtand the metropolis of 
Judea, which is ſometimes called the + city of 
David, becauſe taken and built by that prince; 
and likewiſe the city of Zion, in reference to the 
mount on which it Fee ſtood; bt its 
b op nobleſt 


2 Which ; is Mesil moſt agreeable with what follows, the 
holy place, &e, ſince John ſaw no temple in the heavenly ſtate, 
Rey, xxi. 22. 75 2 Samuel v. * 
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nobleſt character is this in our text, the city 
of God. Thus the Pſalmiſt, * Great is the Lord 
and greatly. to be praiſed in the city of our God, i, « 
Feruſalem, whoſe beautiful ſituation he proceeds 
to deſcribe z and which was ſo called chiefly on 
account of the divine preſence. Here Jehovah 
_ dwelt in his temple; F as it is written, Sin 
praiſes to the Lord which dwelleth in Zion; and 

t Bleſſed be the Lord out of Zion, which dwalab « at 

Jeruſalem. In Jeruſalem was the F houſe or palaces 
the moſt High, in which he condeſcended to reſid: 
and diſplay his glory in a peculiar and wonderful 
manner: hence it is called the city of the great 

King, both in the Old and New Teſtament ; and 

by the Prophet, ** tbe throne of the Lord. There 
the God of Jacob held his courts, and received 
his ſaints, for he dwelt ++ within the vail, be- 
tween the cherubims, on the mercy-ſeat, where, 
according to his gracious promiſe, he met and 
communed with his people. In a word, in the 
temple at Jeruſalem the Lord had put his name: 
this was his habitation which he deſired, and 
| where his people appeared before him; for thither | 
the tribes went up, +4 the tribes of the Lord, um 
the teſtimony of ke Þ to Due thanks to the name 
ile Lord. - -- 
Thus the phraſe i in a literal fools igtench the 

chief FRF of the Jews, which is ſo ſtiled prit- 
cipally 
ns Ffalm vll. 1. +Pfalm ix . Pfalm cxxxv. 21: 


4 Pſalm >Ivii, 2. Matt. v. 34 *# Jerem. iii. 17 


{+ Exod. xxv. 22, and Pſalm Ixxx, 1. com pred 
34 Palm cxxüi. 4. 
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cipally on account of the divine preſence, it be- 
ing the city where the temple ſtood, and wor- 
| ſhip was paid to Jehovah : and this agrees with 
the other character, which follows, namely, 
The holy place of the tabernacles of the moſt 
High. Or, by the city of God, we may un- 
derſtand the inhabitants, rather than the city 
ifelf; in which “ ſenſe, the term is frequently 
uſed in the ſacred writings : both may be in- 
cluded, and the phraſe may comprehend, not 
only all who dwelt at Jeruſalem, but even all 
the tribes which reſorted thither for divine ſer- 
vice. 
From literal Jeruſalem, and her people, this 
character is transferred, in holy writ, to the 
church and people of God, and that both in a 

| triumphant and militant ſtate, The church in 
| heaven is ſtiled + the holy city, and new Jeruſa- 
lem, and Jeruſalem which is above; and the 
ſame characters are given to the church on earth, 


and ſince it hath been ſpread in the world. Thus 


| faith Iſaiah, + They ball call thee the city of the 
Lord, the Zion of the holy One of Iſrael: in 
which he evidently refers to the glory of the 
church on the converſion of the Gentiles. And 
* Thus the terror of God is ſaid to be on the eity, 7. e 
the inhabitants of the city, Gen. xxxv. 5. Again, Speak 


to all the cities of Fudah which come to egi in the Lord's 
zouſe, Jerem. xxvi. 2. 


f Rev. xxi. 2. Chap. xxii. 195 Gal. vi. "0 ; 
| 1 Jaiah Ixviii. 14, and 3. compared. _ | 
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in like manner the author to the Hebrews tile, 


the church * zhe city of the living God; and 
again, believers are ſaid to be F fellow-citizen; 
with the ſaints. And this character, which is 
given to the church in general, may be applied 
to every regular church of Chriſt, or number 
of ſaints, who are united in the order of the oof. 
pel; they are a ſpiritual, and holy corporation, 
and are compared, not to a mean village or little 
town, but to a city, which ſets forth the tran- 
| frendent excellency of their conſtitution; and 
thoſe who conſider the authority on which 2 


goſpel- church is built, the excellency of her 


materials and order, and her bond of union, 
and the noble ends for which ſhe is maintained, 
will allow the compariſon juſt. A church of 
_ Chriſt hath ſome outward beauty; but her graces 
are chiefly nog and hid from the world, 


who in all ages, at leaſt, have deſpiſed her. 


She is not adorned with the riches, power, and 
grandeur of the earth, being compoſed, in the 


general, of the poor and the weak, and deſti- 
tute of carnal weapons; hence ſhe hath no 
comelineſs to thoſe who ſavour the fleſh ; never- 
theleſs, the ſaints thus united are the excellent 


of the earth, and theſe religious ſocieties are the 


glory of the land in which they abide. And 


this metaphor, by which the church is com- 
mended, holds good in many particulars. As 4 


; city is defended by walls and dans, ſo is the 
church 


* Heb. xii, 22. + Epheſ. 3 ii. 19. 
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| church of God : * For as the mountains are round 
| about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord is round about his peo- 
ple | from henceforth and for ever. And thus 
faith the Lord, In that day ſhall this ſong be 
| ſung in the land of Judah: We have a ſtrong city; 
| ſalvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 
| And again it is faid, t Thou ſhalt call thy walls 
; ſalvation, and thy gates praiſe. Again, like a city, 
| the church hath watchmen appointed, as it js writ- 
| ten, I have ſet watchmen on thy walls, O Jeruſa- 
| Im. Which is plainly referred to & the church 
| among the Gentiles, whoſe miniſters are watchmen 
| to guard and warn of approaching danger; and 
| accordingly faithful overſeers are ſaid to *® watch 
| for the ſouls of their people, as thoſe who muſt give 
| an account, And further, as a city hath its pe- 
| culiar government and laws, fo has the church; 
| the Lord himſelf is king in Zion, and ſole lawgiver 
| of his people, who hath directed the order and 
| diſcipline of his ſubjects; he is king of ſaints on 
| earth, and hath ſer officers to act under him, 
| Biſhops and Deacons, not to make laws, for they 
| have no dominion FF over conſcience, which 

can only be bound by the authority of Chriſt; 
| in relation to faith or practice; but theſe rulers 
| are appointed to ſee that all things are obſerved, 
which he hath commanded. And, in one 
e Powe Pied s 


„ Palm cxxv. 3. + Iſaiah Xvi. 1. 1 Chap. 


ix. 18, | Chap. Iii. 6. 4 See verſe a.. Neb. 
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word, as the privileges of a city are peculiar 


to them who are free, in like manner thoſe of 
the church belong only to them whom grace 


hath made free, and who are regularly entered | 


the houſe of God. In theſe and other particulars, 


85 which might be mentioned, the church of God 


in general, and indeed, with proper limitations, 
every particular church may well be compared 
to a city: it is like to a ſtrong, regular and 
beautiful city, which is ſurrounded with walls, on 
which are ſet watchmen; and governed by lay, | 


Which are wholeſome and good, and the privi- 


leges of which are peculiar and great. Thus 
excellent are the ſaints, when walking togetherin 
the order of the goſpel, whereby they diſplay the 
authority, wiſdom and love of their Lord, to 
the glory of his name, and to their own un- 


ſpeakable advantage. 


hhis is the character of the Sabel. 1 are 
5 the city of God, and the tabernacles of the holy place 
of the moſt High : which is applied to the church 
on earth, and among the Gentiles, and to every 
company of believers who are incorporated ac- 
| cording to the goſpel of Chriſt for divine vor- 
ſhip and ſpiritual communion: perſons in this 


order are fellow-citizens with one another, and 
of the - houſhold of God: they are * & building 


 fitly framed together, growing unto an holy temple in 


the Lord, in whom they are builded together fa an 
Babitation of God _ the . 
We 


* Epbel. li. 21, 22. 
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We ſhould now come to the river, which 


f | abides and flows in favour of this ſpiritual and 


| holy city; but of this; Za the reſt of our 
ſubject, in the enſuing diſcourſe. And from what 
1 has been delivered, 


1. All who believe in Chriſt are called wn - 


commune with the faithful. A neglect of this 
| avine inſtitution is a growing evil, and a 
| threatening ſymptom upon us, for the church is 
| the pillar and ground of truth; and it is vain to 


| ance of his truths, in the negle& of this fel- 
| lowſhip. One ſure method to remove the can- 
| dleftick out of his place, and leave our poſte- 
| rity a prey to deceivers, is that of mak- 
| ing religion come ſhort of obedience. to po- 
| ſitive precepts. Without communion at the 
Lord's-table, and ſubmitting ourſelves to the 
| order and diſcipline of a church-ſtate, as 
Chriſt hath appointed, purity in doctrine and 
| life cannot be maintained. They who, under 
any pretence, -lead perſons off from the grand 
| inſtitution of church-fellowſhip, and indiſpoſe 
| chriſtians for walking together, and watching 
| over one another, as preſcibed in the word, 
| are no friends to the cauſe of Chriſt; at leaſt 
| they ignorantly promote a ſcheme which tends 
o remove his goſpel from us: which God 
| forbid! To prevent this injurious omiſſion of 
the nobleſt conſtitution 1 in the world, and to ex- 


. cite 


| expect the prefence_of Jeſus, or the continu- 
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cite believers to their duty, let them conſider 
the character under which the faithful are here 
deſcribed. They are tiled the“ city of God, 
and under that character are aſſured of the 
bleſſing. Each believer may appropriate the joys 
of ſalvation, included in the promiſe ; but the 
promiſe is not directed to the ſaints ſeparately 
conſidered, but as incorporate, and dwelling to- 


gether ; which ſhews that Chriſtians are expetted | 


to walk in this fellowſhip, and ſhould engage 
them to it. Beſides, the excellency and advan- 
tage of communion with ſaints, as it ſtands com. 
mended by the metaphor in the text, is another 
5 argument with the prudent to embrace it. l. 
is likewiſe the tabernacle of the moſt High 


Which he hath built, and choſen for his habit | 


tion, and in which he appears to his people 
And ſhall not theſe things draw thoſe who love 
God to their duty. ? When we conſider how ret 
ſonable, excellent and uſeful this fellowſhip | 155 
and in what a plain and earneſt manner it is: 
joined in the word, may we not well be aft 
niſhed that any who fear God, or who look 
for ſalvation. by Chriſt, are caly. without it: 
But, 
2. Th 


* 1 like 1 manner the faithful are generally commended ut- 
: der a character which implies their church-ſtate, as 4 vine: 


yard, garden, houſe, temple, or flock, c. which, together 
with the conſideration that the ſaints are made perfect in 


ſocial ſtate, one would think ſufficient to engage every chril- 
tian to the communion of the faithful. 


in | Times of Public Calamity. 67 


2. This will reprove them who walk diſorder- 

ly under Aa profeſſion. Some, alas! have a 

| name among the faithful, but pay little regard 

to the orders of Chriſt ; they negle& the duty, 

and flight the privilege, of their church-relation ; 

| neither the promiſes nor precepts of the goſpel 

| ſeem to affect them, for they walk after their 

| own wills, againſt all admonitions, entreaties, 

and cenſures! Thus ſome trifle with, if not de- 

| fpiſe, a place in God's houſe ; but, by how 

much the more excellent this privilege is, by - 

| { much the more their folly appears. 15 the 

| church the city of God, and the holy place of 

| the tabernacle of the moſt High? Are her 

| privileges and diſcipline of divine authority, and 

| the fruit of the Saviour's wiſdom and love ? 

| How great is their folly, and guilt who deſpiſe 

| them! They deſpiſe not men, but God. Un- 

happy they, whoſe profeſſion ſerves only to dif- 

| cover their want of love to the ways of God, 

| and the commandments of Chriſt! O that ſuch 

were ſenſible of their evil and danger! that 

they could realize the approaching Judge, and 

| think on the wrath of the Lamb! I hope better 
of my reader. But let no indifferency to this 
excellent means of grace be allowed; and if any 
ſhould be conſcious of ſo much ingratitude and 
baſeneſs as hath been cenſured, they are encou- 

raged to repent and return to their Lord, who 

ſüch, Return, O backſliding Iſrael! Such are the 

riches of his grace! And, 


K 2 1 


5 
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3. Let ſinners awake, and behold their dan. 


ger. The caſe ſuppoſed in the text is not | oh 


mere ſuppoſition, which is unlikely or impoſſible: 
* The mountains fhall depart, and the hills ſhall be 
removed. The prophet faith not they may, but 
they ſpall depart; yea, and, as obſerved, we 
know by the word of the Lord, that not only 
the earth, but the heavens alſo, ſhall be ſhaken 
and deſtroyed: for + The day of the Lord wil 


come as a thief in the night, in which the heaven; FT 


ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and the elements 
ſhall melt with fervent beat; the earth alſo, and 
the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up. Say 
not, then, O ungodly ſenſualiſt, that this is a 


fiction! Nor let the ſcoffing infidel flatter him- 


ſelf, that theſe things are to frighten the weak 
and ſuperſtitious; for the earth will certainly be 
removed. Have not the like fearful commo- 
tions, which the text repreſents, deſolated many 
countries, Cities, and towns, and ſuddenly de- 
| ſtroyed thouſands and ten thouſands, both here- 
tofore and of late? And will any ſober think- 
Ing perſon preſume, that the like calamity may 
not overtake the place of his reſidence ? How- 
ever, this will ſurely come to paſs at the gene- 


-.-- conflagration. The fire is already kindled, 


and the viſible tendency of the natural worl! 
may be accounted no ſmall intimation of the ap- 
proaching « execution of prophecy. 

And 


* Iain liv, 10. 4 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
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And ſince theſe things are ſo, that the earth 
is expoſed to theſe partial and ſudden deſolations, 
and muſt at laſt univerfally periſh ; what will 
become of them who confine their views to this 

world, and have their portion therein! Where 
will the-ungodly and the ſinner appear, when the 
mountains fall down at the preſence of the Lord 
Jeſus, who will“ deſcend from heaven in flaming 
fre, taking vengeance on them who know not 
God, and that obey not his goſpel! Or, which 
vill be found the ſame thing to the wicked 
man, what will he do when death removes his | 
earthly tabernacle, and his ſoul is required before 
the offended and almighty Judge! In one word, 
may theſe things warn ſinners to flee from wrath 
to come, and attend to an awakening call from 
the mouth of Jehovah himſelf, Con ider this, 
| ye that forget Ged, leſt ] tear you in pieces, and 
| there be none to deliver you. — It is a 8 thing 
10 foi into the hands of the living God! 


* 2 Theft. * 
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SERMON IV. 


a e 2h's _ 


Therefore will not we e fear, though the earth b re- 
moved, and though the mountains be carried int 
th midſt of the ſea ; though the waters theref 
roar and be troubled, though the mountains ſhake 
with the ſwelling thereof. Selah. There is a river, 
the ſtreams whereof make glad the city of Co, 
5 the ay Mew of the tabernacles fi the maſt High. 


; OE are now to enter the river of 
5 ey and I preſume that the 
chriſtian reader will readily join 


1 FAME) 15 in imploring the divine aids: 
Kii * Awake, O South wind, and 


4 blow, that we may obtain a free and ſafe pal 
„ ſage, and find it the river of thy pleaſure.” 


No ſituation i is compleat without water; and, to 
follow 
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| follow the metaphor ! in the text, we may ſay 
| that the holy city is built on a dle n river, 
which divides itſelf into ſeveral branches, and 
runs through every ſtreet, and ſupplieth each 
| manſion, to the joy of the ſaints. Thus the righ- 
teous are as trees * planted by the rivers of water; 
| and this divine water will be the principal ſubject 
ol the enſuing diſcourſe. 
| There is à river, the ſirtams whereof wal glad | 
| ite city of God. In this lovely ſentence ſome 
| apprehend an alluſion to the waters of Shiloh, 
| which flowed gently about Jeruſalem ; the ſame | 
| to which Ifaiah-refers, when he complains of 
Judah's infidelity, ſaying, + This people refuſe 
| the waters of Shiloh that go ſo fo ftly, This famous 
capital was ſituated in a moſt delightful manner, 
on hills which gradually roſe one behind ano- 
ther, with an agreeable variety of rich grounds | 
and fruitful meadows, interſperſed with clear ri- 
vulets and wholeſome ſtreams, to which the 
prophet ſeems to allude. However, when we take 
into our view the tabernacles of the moſt High 
mentioned in the text, we may alſo conſider theſe 
teams like t the holy waters which Ezekiel 
aw ifſue from under the threſhold of the houſe, 
and from the Southſide of the altar; waters 
which roſe from the ancles to the knees, and 
from thence to the loins, till chey were riſen to 


a river 


n. 
1 xlvii. —. 
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a river to ſwim in; 1 ©. river that could not be 
paſſed over. 
Dere is à river, or bis. river, as it literally 
runs, /. e. the river of God; and it may well 
be ſo called, ſince it proceeds from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. It is plain that the 
term is here uſed in a figurative ſenſe, in which 
ſenſe it chiefly intends an abundance: a river 
of any thing, is a fulneſs and plenty of tha 
thing; thus a plenty of Tal, which come 
down from heaven, is ſtiled * the river of Gu, 
with which he enricheth the earth. And again, 
' thus ſaith the Lord, + O that thou hadſt hearkes- 
ed to my commandments! then had thy peace been a; 
a river, i. e. thou hadſt then been filled with 
abundance of peace. In like manner the en- 
cereaſe of the church by the call of the Gentiles 
is thus deſcribed: 1 Bebold I will extend peace 1 
Her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a 
flowing ſtream. But the word is not applied in 
che text ſimply to expreſs the quantity of the 
ſubject intended; it is uſed here more abſo- 
lutely and directly for the ſubject itſelf, though 
at the ſame time it neceſſarily conveys an ide 
of fulneſs, which is anſwered | in the __ be- 
fore us. 8 
The term is Wend applied in ſcripture 
and there are different opinions concerning the 
river in the text; and in ſuch circumſtances every 
one hath a an undoubted right to Jud for 11 
c 
* Pſalm Ixv. 9. I Ifaiah abril 18. 1 Chap. Ixvi. 12, 


4 
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| {elf, and propoſe his ſentiments to others; and, 
in my opinion, no application ſhould offend, or 


be entirely rejected, which is agreeable to the 
word of God, and which tends to edify men ; 


| correſpond with both, and will therefore peruſe 
| with this hope I proceed briefly to mention ſeve- 
ral things to which this metaphor is applied, 


and then ſhall inſiſt more largely on that which, 
1 [muy conceive, hath the preference. And, 


W intended of Jehovah the Saviour, is clear from 
| what follows: The Lord is our judge — the Lord 


duelleth the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily; and 


| recerved, and grace for grace. The Meſſiah was 


5% John i. 16. 


| and I hope that the reader will find this ſermon 


| it with candour, and receive ſome advantage; 


— 


= The Lord Feſus Chriſt is ; compared to a Tm 
er: * There the glorious Lord will be unto us a 
1 of broad rivers and ftreams. That this is 


is our king; he will ſave us: Characters which 
belong to Chriſt, who is fitly repreſented by a 
river for his adorable fulneſs, as the Son of - 
God, and Mediator of his people. In him 


| tin him it hath pleaſed the Father that all ful- 
1 ſhould devell. Which fulneſs is communicat- 
ed freely to thoſe who need and thirſt after him; 
a5 it is written, And of his Fulneſs have all we 


frequently ſpoken of by the prophets under 
this metaphor, or in terms equivalent. He is 


Llaiah x xl. 21, 22. + Coloſ. ii. 9. Coloſ. 
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the man whom Ifaiah declareth ſhould be, „ 
rivers of water in a dry place; and whom by 
church compares to T 4 fountain of gardens, ; 
zwell of living waters and flreams from Lebany, 
He is the 4 rock out of which flow waters in 
the wilderneſs, for the refreſhment and Joy df 
his people. And by the prophet Jeremiah he 
ſtiles himſelf ll! the fountain of living waters; 
and, in a word, he is declared to be 4 $ four 
tam opened, which is equivalent to a river. 
Thus Chriſt is held forth by a river, and to 
him every one that is a-thirſt is invited ty 
come, and ** take of the water of life freely. But, 
2. The Divine Spirit is ſometimes compared to 
: water and to a river: + Except a man be bors 
of water and of the Spirit, be cannot ſee the kingdin 
of God. And again, faith our Lord, tt He that 
Believeth on me, ont of his belly ſhall flow rivers if 
living water; and we are told that this he ſpake if 


the Spirit, And this compariſon ſuits the Holy 


Ghoſt, if we conſider the plenitude of his gift 
and graces, the purity, peace, and joy, which 
are the fruit of his divine operations, and the 
free manner in which he is beſtowed. And 
further, as the river which John ſaw proceeded 
from the throne of God and the Lamb, the 
irt , from the Father and the Son, 
and 


ln xk 4. can v.15. $0 cee, 
4 Jerem.” Þ.-:13- Tech Mü. 1. * Rev. xxl 17 17 
John wu, 3. 14 John vu. = 5 
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and is the gift of ſovereign grace; nor can it be 


f genied, but that this Divine Spirit, like a river, 
runs through the city of God, from whom _ 
g every true chriſtian is ſupplied in ſome good 
| meaſure : For if any man have not the Jorit „ 


(iris, he is none of his. Again, 


z. The Scriptures are deſcribed by * water and 
+ waters. The word of God, like water, is of a 


b cooling and cleanſing nature, and may be 
compared to a river for its depth and ful- 


dels, which hath been adored by the faithful 
| in all ages; and when the ſtreams of this river 


| fow, under the gales of the Spirit, into the 


| hearts of believers, it fills them with peace and b 
joy: this river hath two grand branches, the 
Old and the New Teſtament; and every pro- 
| miſe, prophecy, and declaration of grace, con- 
| rained in them, are like ſo, many ſtreams Which 
| run ſweetly for the benefit of the ſaints; for 
| | whatever things were eoritten afore- time were 


| aritten for our learning, that we through patience 
| and comfort of the ſcriptures might have hope. And, 


4. Among other opinions, it hath been ſug- 
geſted, that the ** covenant of grace may be 
here intended, and that the promiſes thereof are 
| the ſtreams of this river; but J do not find this 
application confirmed by any plain or parallel 


text of 88 and therefore paſs on, 
8 5 
8 _ v. 26. + Tſaiah lv. 1, 1 Rom. xv. 4. 
See Newy: 8 Expoſitzon. | 
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5 To the love F God. And this appears to 
me beſt to anſwer the alluſion ; and therefore! 
| ſhall, as propoſed, inſiſt more largely upon it. 
By the love of God, I mean the lovereign and 
unchangeable love of the Father to his choſen 
people, which the ſcriptures ſhew to be the 
ſource of all the grace and glory, which i; 
| beſtowed on any of fallen Adam's race. This 
love of God, we find, was diſplayed, before the 
foundation of the world, in a free, wiſe, and holy 
purpoſe or decree in favour of its happy ſubjetts 
to their ſure and eternal ſalvation in Jeſus Chriſt: 
it is pe expreſſed in the ſacred writings, and 
ſtiled the * purpoſe of God according to eletiin, 
his || fore-knowledge, and the + good pleaſure of bi; 
will.” And it further appears from the New 
| Teſtament, that this diſtinguiſhing love was ty- 
pified in the preference given by God to Jacob, 
and in his ſeparation of the ſeed of Ifrae 
to be a peculiar people to himſelf above all 
nations; to whom Moſes faith, f The Lord di 
not ſet his love upon you, nor re Jon, beranſe * 
were more in number than any people. 
I am ſorry to know that any are offended at 
this great ſabje&, which is written as with a ſun- 
beam in the oracles of God, and which is 3 
foundation of $ comfort and hope to them that 


believe: 
5 7 Rom. ix. 11. 1 Rom. viii. 29. 1 Pet. i. 2. . compared: 
+ Eph. i. 5. _ + Deutro. vii, - $ 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 


Which hath ond us, and given us en n and 
good hope through grace, 
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believe: yet many cannot receive this doctrine, 
and ſome vehemently oppoſe it, but without a 
cauſe, ſince it is plainly revealed; and revealed 
in ſuch a manner, as to be no diſcouragement 
to a humble, contrite ſinner: on the contrary, 
this doctrine, as it ſtands in revelation, greatly 
encourages all who ſee their need of Chriſt, and. 
being convinced of his power to ſave, are willing 
to truſt him; ſince, where the goſpel hath this 
effect, the ſubje& is“ declared of this happy 
number; and it muſt ſurely be an encourage- 
ment to them who are called of God to find, = 
by the teſtimony of his own word, that they + 
are not appointed unto wrath, as they juſtly might 
for their ſins, 222“ to obtain ſalvation by Jeſus Chrip. 
In a word, this adorable diſplay :of divine love 
is againſt none but the impenitent and unbe- 
living, and therefore needs no apology, but : 
is worthy of all acceptation. - 47 
This Tpecial favour of God is Nee 2 
foken of in the Old Teſtament under the 
character of his loving-kindneſs,. according? to 
which he pardons his people, and $'draws them 
to himſelf, and which * he will not take away: 
and the Pfalmiſt, when ſpeaking of the ſame, 
compares it to a river, ſayings $6 How excellent . 
is thy loving-Rindneſs, O God! therefore the 
)))) children 
1 Thedi. i. 4, $6 + 1 Theſf. v. 9. f Plalmli. 1, 
Fer . 3. „ Pfalm Ixxxix. 33. 


J Pfalm xxxvi. 7, 8. See alſo an Lriil. 3 5. 
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children of men, i. e. the faithful, as appears 
from a following verſe, put their truſt under 


| the ſhadow of thy wings; and he adds, they ſhall | 


be abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe, 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of the river of thy 

pleaſures. And we may apply the text to this 
ſubject with the leſs exception, ſince the fore- 
mentioned particulars are included in it. The 
ſcriptures abundantly ſhew, that it was owing to 
the love of God that he ſet them apart for himſelt 
in the eternal covenant of grace, in which he 
hath declared, I will be their God. To this 
love we are indebted for an all- ſufficient Saviour: 
for t herein is love; not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and ſent bis Son to be the propitiation 
far our fins. And again, 9 1. hath pleaſed the 


8 Father that in bim all ſulneſs ſhould dwell, The 
Spirit likewiſe comes by this river of divine love: 


Cod, who was rich in mercy, for bis great love 


herewith he loved ut, bath quickened us. And 
. from the: ſame divine fountain proceeded the 


Holy Ghoſt, when he inſpired the prophets to 
make Ton: the counſels. of heaven; for it 
is a great inſtance of the love of God, that he 
mould be [|| willing /o abundantly to ſhew unto the 


Beirs of promiſe the immutabilig of bis counſel, 
Thus when this river is conſidered as expreſ- 
5 five of the love of God, it takes in ever) 


other 


2 Pfalm Ixiii. 10. + Jer. x xxxi. 33. 5 John iv. 10, 


+$ Coloſſ. i. 19. ** 3 ii. 4 8. Fj Heb. vi. 17) 
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other pious and uſeful ſenſe, in which it hath 
been conſidered. 

If we reflect on the nature of rivers, we ſhall 
ind the compariſon adapted. Natural rivers, 
it is well known, are certain collections of 


| waters, which are derived from the ſea through 


* ſubterraneous channels, in which they run ſe- 


cretly, till they break up in different places, and , 


ſtream openly within their proper banks, watering 


the earth, and ſupplying its inhabitants, till 


at length they return to their original foun- 


tain, This account of rivers is corned by 
what Solomon, that divine philoſopher, declares; 
faying, + all rivers run into the ſea , unto the place 
from whence the rivers come, thither they return 


gain. The great variety and admirable diftri- 
bution of theſe waters through. all the earth, 


| _Vithout : 


e 3 is, bath the ;ngenidus Mr. u a way make for 
rivers through ſtraits, and rocks, and ſubterraneous vaults; fo 
that one would think that nature had cut a way on purpoſe to 


drive the water, which ele would overflow, and drown whole 


countries. And' further, he takes notice of the water paſſing 
through, what he calls, the veins of the earth. Ray's Wiſdom 


cf God, page 99. To the ſame purpole, ſaith Doctor Stukely, 


theſe pipes and canals in the earth, from a great depth even 


to the ſurface, are planted by God, like the veins, arter es, 


and glands in the animal body. Stukeley on earthqualess, | 


part 1. p. 15. And the learned Doctor Derham obſerves, 


that nothing leſs than the fiat of the Almighty could ever have | 


made or found ſo long and commodious declivities and chan- 
nels for the paſſage of the waters, Derham's Pz co Thel 
12 p. 76. . Eccleſ. LT” 
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without which it would be a deſolate wilder. 


"nels, 13.2 wonderful diſplay of divine wiſdom, 
and none of the leaſt inſtances of a kind and 


- gracious providence. Now it will appear, on 
; cis conſideration, that the compariſon in our 
text anſwers in the following particulars : 
1. As rivers ſpring originally from the ſea, ſo 


this love of God hath its riſe from himſelf, 


Nothing out of God moved him to ſet his 
love on his people; it aroſe entirely out of 


his own mind, whoſe uncontroulable will, per. 


| fe& underſtanding, and immenſe goodneſs, may 
fitly be compared to the boundleſs ocean. * Caf 


thou by ſearching find out God? Canſt thou find ut 


the Almighty unto perfection? The meaſure of his 
infinite mind is + longer than the earth, aul 
| broader than the ſea. This love of God is r- 
ſolved into his ſovereign. will: it is his gud 
Pleaſure, which be hath Purpoſed. in himſelf, and 
the counſel of his own will ; who t eoill have mery 
on whom he will have mercy. Thus the everlaſting 
love of God ſprung from his own all- perfect and 
incomprehenſible mind, like a river which org: 
nally proceeds frum the unfathomable ſea. And, 
2. As the waters of the ſea are not immedi- 
ately diſcovered, but run ſecretly underground 


fer a conſiderable length, ſo is this divine 
love: 
8 Job xi. 7.9 989 -4 Eph. „. „ 7 Rom. ix 15. 
* Theſe hi ſometimes break forth from the fides of 
mountains moſt remote from the ſea. Ray's Wiſdom 
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love : this glorious myſtery of grace was * hid 
in God from everlaſting. And accordingly we 
and that, when the church reflected on the 


plied, Tea, I have loved thee with an everlaſting 


ile. This love of God therefore exiſted ſe- 


his river began . openly; to flows it gradually 


[to reveal it more fully; then it roſe high, and, 
orerflowing the banks of che Jewiſh, church, 
lvided itſelf, from Jeruſalem, in many delight- 


in i. 9. and Tit. i 2. compared. : $ Eph. tl. 10. 
* Ifaah avi, 12. 


grace ſhe had received in the wilderneſs, ſaying, 
77 be Lord hath appeared of old unto me; it is re- 


me; therefore with loving - kindneſs have 1 drawn 


cretly before it appeared: all ſpiritual bleſſings g 
ate beſtowed in time according to the pur- 

| poſe and grace which Was given and pro- 
miſed before the. world began „ but this love 
appeared not even to the angels in heaven, . 
all & by the church was made known to them the. 
| manifold wiſdom of God in the. diſcovery. "52 
w our firſt parents after the fall; then it was 


ncreaſed through the patr riarchal age and Mo- 
lac diſpenſation, till the fulneſs ot time, when 7 
ke that lay in the boſom. of. the F ather came 


il ſtreams, and was conveyed by the providence 
af God and his Spirit through all nations. Thus, 
cording to ancient prophecy, * Peace was ex- 
inded to the church like a river, and the glory of 5 
M : N 


* Epheſ. ! Il. 9. + era Xi. & | 2 Eph. i. 4 
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without which it would be a deſolate wilder. 
neſs, is a wonderful diſplay of divine wiſdom, 


and none of the leaſt inſtances of a kind and 


gracious providence. Now it will appear, 
due conſideration, that the compariſon in our 
text anſwers in the following particulars : 
1. As rivers ſpring originally from the ſea, ſo 
this love of God hath its riſe from himſelf 
Nothing out of God moved him to ſet hi; 
love on his people; it aroſe entirely out of 
his own mind, whoſe uncontroulable will, per. 
fect underſtanding, and immenſe goodneſs, may 
fitly be compared to the boundleſs ocean. Caf 
| thou by ſearching find out God? Canſt thou find on 
the Almighty unto perfection? The meaſure of hi 
infinite mind is | longer than the earth, ani 
broader than the ſea. This love of God is re- 
ſolved into his ſovereign will: it is #is guid 
pleaſure, which he hath purpoſed in himſelf, and 
the counſel of his own will ; who r will have mer 
on whom he will have mercy. Thus the everlaſting 
love of God ſprung from his own all-perfed a and 
incomprehenſible mind, like a river which orig: 
nally proceeds from the unfathomable ſea. And, 
2. As the waters of the ſea are not immedi: 
ately diſcovered, but run ſecretly underground 
for a wa conſiderable length, ſo is this "divine 
love: 
* Jobai. 7. 9. 1 kpb. L ii Rom: Wy 
* Thele ſprings ſometimes break forth from the ſides of 
mountains moſt remote from the ſea, Ray's Wiſdom. 


BY 
till 


01. 
0 


this 


inc! 
[ac 


he 
01 
oe 
diy 
ful! 


of ( 
2CC( 


lend 


I 


in Times of Public Calamity. 81 
| love : this glorious myſtery of grace was' hid 
„ God from everlaſting. And accordingly we 
iind that, when the church reflected on the 
grace ſhe had received in the wilderneſs, ſaying, 
| The Lord hath appeared of old unto me; it is re- 
led, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlaſting 
Ine; therefore with loving kindneſs have 1 drawn 
lee. This love of God therefore exiſted ſe- 
| cretly before it appeared : all ſpiritual bleſſings : 
are beſtowed in time according to the pur- 
| poſe and grace which was given and pro- 
oy before the world began; but this love 
appeared not even to the angels in heaven, 
till & by the church was made known to them the 
umfeld wiſdom of Cod in the diſcovery of it 
w our firſt parents after the fall; then it was 
this river began . openly to flow; it gradually 
ncreaſed through the patriarchal age and Mo- 
aic diſpenſation, till the fulneſs of time, when 
le that lay in the boſom of the Father came 
to reveal it more fully; then it roſe high, and, 
ſorerflowing the banks of the Jewiſh. church, 
[divided itſelf, from Jeruſalem, in many delight- 
ful ſtreams, and was conveyed by the providence 
Jof God and his Spirit through all nations. T hus, 


cording to ancient prophecy, ** Peace was ex- 
: Wh /14ed to the church like 4 river, and the glory of” 
„ = the 
0 * Epheſ. „ + Jerem. 5 + Eph. i. 4. 
Tim i. 9. and Tit. i 2. compared. | 5 4 Eph. „ 


* lala lxvi. 12. 


With the decree, which is ſpecial, and termi. 


15 Aa and true believer. As rivers are open fo 


5 bags Y Cod: and agua, the deep things of God. 1 C 
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the Gentiles as a flowing ſtream. Until then, thi 
love of God in Chriſt was a * myſtery hid f 
ages and generations. And it is likewiſe a ſecm 
vho / the particular objects are, both to themſcha 
and others, till they are called; in which reſpes 
this love is concealed, with regard to ſome jr. 
dividuals, many hundred years. Again, 
3. As rivers are guided and turned at the d. 
vine pleaſure, ſo is the love of God. The 
currents of water in the earth are not withon 
deſign and order, but are diſtributed according 
to the wiſdom of providence: in like manner, 
this ſpiritual river is conveyed through the world, 
by means of the goſpel, under the agency of 
the Spirit, from Chriſt the head ſpring of thi 
grace, to the elect. The application correſpond; | 


nates on them whom God foreknew. Neither 
doth this love flow in the promiſe to any un 

holy perſon, who, is not called by grace. This 
river indeed is opened wherever the goſpel is 
preached, but its courſe is directed to the heir 
of ſalvation; as our text ſheweth it belong | 
to the city of God. But then, 
4. This river lieth open to every quickene 


= the benefit of all the inhabitants of the countty 
| through 


* Coloſl. i. 26. tis this i alo it is dy led the lidl | 
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through which they run; ſo the love of God 
18 revealed for every one who hungers and thirſts 
after righteouſneſs, Our Lord himſelf declareth, 
| + God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only-begot- 
jen ſon, that whoſoever believeth on bim ſhould nof 
| »riſb, but have everlaſting life. And accordingly, 
in the great day of the feaſt, + he ſtood and 
cried, if any man thirſt let him come unto me and 
int. And in like manner this river is opened 
n the prophet, ſaying, f Ho, every one that 
tlirfeth, come ye to the waters, And likewiſe in 
the cloſe of revelation, 8 Let him that is athirſt 
ame; and whoſoever will, let him take of the water 
e freely. From theſe and many other paſ- 
| faces it is plain, that the love of God, which 
s directed according to his holy purpoſe, to 
lis choſen people, when conſidered as it 
lands in the proclamations of the goſpel, 
| is open to every true penitent, who is encou- 
raged to come to Chriſt for life. Unbelievers, 
therefore, will be ſpeechleſs ; in the day of judg- 
ment; and the goſpel is not to be rejected, as 
ſome ſuggeſt, under a pretence of its being a nar- 
wo, uncharitable ſcheme, ſince it opens a door of 
| hope and ſalvation to every repenting ſinner : nor 
can any plan, which man hath, or may invent 
and build beſide this foundation, give larger 
encouragement to loſt ſinners, conſiſtent with 
holineſs, than is given in the miniſtration 
Nell. N . eB 
* John Wi. 16, +*Cap. vii. 37. 1 Ifaiah ly, 1 
Rev. 1... 5 
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5. As rivers return back to the ſea from 


whence they came; ſo the love of God termi. | 
nates in himſelf, 1. e. to his own glory, and 


his ſaints fruition of him. The application 
of this grace transforms the ſubject to the like. 
neſs and love of God, and carries all the af. 
fections and praiſes of the foul to him. The 
language of the redeemed, under the 1nfluence 
of thiss - love, is, Not unto us, O Lord, not unti 
145, but unto thy name, give glory. And at length 
the whole body of the ſaints will be preſent 
perfect, and be made compleatly happy in th 
_ enjoyment of their God, when e kingdom fol 
be delivered up to the Father, and God ſhall be all. 
all. Thus the divine love is like to a river in it 
original, progreſs, and end. And nee It 1 
fitly compared to a river on account of its large- 
_ neſs or abundance : there is a fulneſs in divin: 
love, which 1 than ſufficient to ſatisfy 
the ſaints both in heaven and earth; an 
likewiſe the quickening, purifying, and chearing |} 
effecis of this love ſhew the compariſon, to . 
juſt. But to proceed: 


11. We have the advantage Which the faickfa 
5 gain from this river; and we are told, that the 
ſtreams, or flowings, of this river make glad tht 

city of God, So then the faithful are aſlured 

of deriving glaaneſs from this river, which they 
obtain either in this world, or in that which | 15 
to come. 

. Some: 

8 rum exv. Is 7 I Cor. xv. 24-28 
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7. Sometimes believers are delighted with di- 
vine love in this world. Thus, frequently, un- 
der a teſtimony of their calling, they can ſay, 
with the apoſtle, Me have known and believed 
l the love that God hath to us. And, in like man- 
| ner, they can make this declaration, when, under 
tie witneſs and by the aſſiſtance of the Spirit, they 
view their election, redemption, vocation, juſtifi- 
cation, and eternal life, in Chriſt; all which flow _ 
| from love. And ſometimes this hives is ſhed abroad 
in the hearts of the ſaints by the Holy Ghoſt; and 
| this, for the molt part, when they are in diſtreſs 
| through manifold temptations, then this river 
makes them glad; they can then glory in tri᷑- 
en and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. At ſuch ſeaſons believers are fatisfied they 
ſhall be provided for, protected, and obtain a final 
itory over all their enemies, who ſhall not be 
| able to + paſs this river, or to turn it away from 
the city of God; for they are perſuaded that 
{neither death, nor life, nor any other creature, fhall 
| beableto ſeparate them from the love of God, which 
iin Chriſt Jeſus their Lord. But, : 
| 2. Gladneſs flows from this river of divine 
| lore, and fills the city of God, in the fu- 
ture world: and this ſeems principally in- 
tended; for it is ſaid, theſe ſtreams ſball make 
glad, i. e. in the heaven! ly ſtate, In the city of 
| bod below, his love is opened in the pro- 
miſe, 
#1 POR = + Fzckiel xlvii. 39. 
Rom. viii. 39. es 
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miſe, which being embraced by faith yields 


— 


the chriſtian comfort and a good hope through 
grace; yea, and ſometimes he is filled with peace 
and joy in believing : but theſe frames are un- 
certain and tranſitory; darkneſs, unbelief, and 
fears frequently prevail; and, under theſe cir 
cumſtances, ſenſible joy is not to be attained, 
and the chriſtian is then ready to be caſt down 
and diſquietedʒ but whatever clouds or terrors may 
beſet him now, hereafter, in Jeruſalem, which is 
above, he ſhall be made glad. Thovgh he may 
meet with ſtorms and tempeſt in his paſſage, he 
is inſured of ſalvation, and ſhall certainly arrive 
to that haven of reſt to which he is bound, to hi; 
unſpeakable joy: For the ranſomed of he Lord ſhall 
return and come to Zion with ſongs and everlaſting ji 
upon their beads : they ſhall obtain joy and gladnoſ, 
and ſorrow and /i whine, ſhall flee away. It remains, 
III. To conſider the reſolution of the faithful 
on this confidence. And this is contained in the 
firſt clauſe of the text: 7 berefore will not we fi 
A bold reſolution! But not without reaſon; 
hy ſhould they fear, who have God on 3 
ſide, and who are thus provided at all events ? 
: This branch of the ſubject needs little expla- 
nation; but, to prevent miſtakes, I would 
obſerve, 
1. This is not to be andert d ot an abſolute 
freedom from natural fear, as if the ſaints re- 
ſolved againſt being affected with ſtorms of thun- 
der, and lightening, and earthquakes, or at . 
noiſe 
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| noiſe and deſtruction of war. The moſt emi- 
nent believers, * like the prophet Jeremiah, 
have been ſorely diſtreſſed under theſe calamities, 
without an impeachment of their faith. An aſſu- 
| rance of divine love and ſecurity in Chriſt may, 
in ſome inſtances, raiſe the ſubject above his 
| natfiral fears for a ſeaſon; but, in general, the 
| righteous are liable to commotions in their ani- 
it ſpirits, on ſudden and awful events, in 
| common with others. A reſolution againſt na- 
| tural fear in the proſpect of trouble would be 
ſtoical; this would be a reſolution to lay aſide 
| human paſſions, which is abſurd, and no part 
| of religion; nor is it deſigned in the text. Nor, 
| 2, Is this a reſolution to be unconcerned, when 
| the earth is ſhaken, and the judgments of God 
| ate abroad: ſuch a reſolve would be impious, 
| and acting in the character of the wicked, 
who, we have ſeen, regard not whe Lord, nor 
| the operation of his hands. But, | 
3. The fear againſt which the faithful ceſolve, : 
is that diſtracting tear, which ſeizeth the impe- 
nitent, when alarmed by providence, and brought 
into the near views of their Judge, whoſe venge- 
ance they dread; that ſoul piercing fear, which : 
| leads to deſpair, and which none can deſcribe, 
Therefore will woe not fear; q. d. We will not 
Z fear, 1. e. as the wicked, who, when in dan- 
* ger, are afraid of appearing before God, and 
© tremble at his wrath. Fury is not in our God, 
Who 
* „ iv. 19, 20. = : 
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% who hath loved us, and reconciled us to him. 
„ ſelf in the Meſſiah, by whoſe ſacrifice we are 
e purged from guilt, and in whom he ht 
“ made us accepted, who hath quickened u; 
by his Spirit, and hath aſſured us he reſts in 
* his love. And ſhall we fear? No; we wil 
'* mar fear, for we know that this God, who 
„ ſhaketh, and deſtroyeth the earth, is our God, 
and will be our portion for ever. Thu 
we may conſider the righteous, in the views of 
the love of God to them, and appropriating 
the bleflings which flow | therefrom, as refolving 
againſt ſlaviſn fear, when the earth is removed, 
and threatened with ruin. Or, more aa 
; larly, this reſolution may be conſidered, 


1. Againſt inordinate fear. We will not feu, 
i. e. through divine aſſiſtance, we will not give 


way to amazement, and. CR anxiety, 


when calamities approach us. And this is what 


the Chriſtian ſhould reſolve againſt, when in the 


proſpect of trouble, as unworthy his wean 


and what tends to diſgrace it. And, 


2. It likewiſe includes a reſolution to hope | in 


every change, and is oppoſed to diſtruſt or de- 
ſpair; g. d. Since God is with us, and hath 


d encloſed us in the everlaſting arms of his 


F love, though the earth be removed, and de- 


= ſtroy us, we will not fear, but 1lill hope in 
God.“ Thus holy Job, 7 bough he e flay me, 


get will 1 " in bim. And, 


3 


* Jeb xiii, 15. 
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z. It may alſo imply a reſolution to rejoice; as 
in fact the Iſraelites did, when they ſang this 
| ſong, in the ſight of the heathen who raged, 
| and of the kingdoms which were moved: it is 
| highly reaſonable for the faints to rejoice in tri- 
| bulation, who are the Objects of God's love, 
| which abideth for ever, and contains their ſal⸗ 
vation. 8 
Thus we have 46904 the eopfdance of 
the faithful in every change of time and provi- 5 
| gence, and their becoming and noble reſolution 
| upon it. There is a river, which ſhall make glad 
| the city, or people, of God; which may juſtly me 
| applied to the love of God, which appears in re- 
velation to be the ſource of all ſpiritual bleſſings 5 
| beſtowed on mankind; a love which aroſe free 
| out of his own mind, and is according to the 
| good pleaſure of his will, which lay concealed? . 
till diſcovered in the promiſe, and directed by 
his Spirit into the hearts of his choſen; that 
love which is opened in the goſpel to every 
| thirſty ſinner, and which will terminate in the 
glory of God, and the happineſs of his people, 
in their fruition of him. On theſe accounts, to- 
$ gether with its fulneſs and effects, the love of 
| God may be compared to a river; and the 
| fireams or flowings of this river, often makes 


the righteous glad even in this life, but ſhall 


certainly rejoice them for ever in the world to : 
come: in the proſpect of this mercy, the ſaints 
Tlolve, not againſt being affected with, or con- 


N „ cerned 
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cerned about the judgments of the Almighty, 
this would be unnatural and prophane; but they 
reſolve againſt the' fear of the wicked, which 
leads to deſpair; they reſolve againſt inordinate 
fear, and to hope, yea, and to rejoice, T 
the earth be removed, and though the mountain be 
 carritd into the mid} of the fea. 
lt may be expected, that ſome who peruſe 
this diſcourſe would have choſe another applica- 
tion of the figures i in the text ; but I hope they 
will find what I have delivered, the words of 
truth and ſoberneſs, and that this attempt to 
awaken and comfort my fellow-chriſtians, under 
preſent threatenings, will not be in vain; and! 
mall leave the reader with a few remarks. And, 
1. We ſee that they are miſtaken, who i ima- 
gine that believers may finally fall to their ruin. 
The love of God is unchangeable and everlaſt 
ing, and conſtantly abides by his city and peo- 
ple; and they who are of this happy number 
* ſhall not periſh. This comfortable truth runs | 
through the ſcriptures, and is confirmed in the 
text; for how could the faithful fing this ſong, 
with unfeigned joy, if they thought themſeive 
in danger "of perdition? The Iſraelites could 
not, with ſobriety, reſolve againſt fear, on the 
ſuppoſition in the text, without being ſure of 
ſalvation. To whatever ſubje& we accommo- 
date the figures in the paſſage, it inſures the 
believer, through every poſſible change on earth, 
unto 


* "ll x. 28, 
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unto eternal life. Bleſſed be God, we know, 
by his word, that he will guide his people by his 
counſel, and afterward bring them to glory; and 
this paragraph, with many others, clearly proves 
| that the Old-Teſtament ſaints underſtood, be- 
lieved, and rejoiced in the hope of their final 
perſeverance. Again, 

2. Let us have recourſe to the love of God 
in every time of diſtreſs. It is a glorious and 
uſeful theme in proſperity : The application of 
this water of life will deſtroy thoſe luſts, which 
too often prevail in a ſtate of eaſe and affluence, 
to the hurt of men's ſouls ; but the love of God 
in Chriſt is more eſpecially ſeaſonable to the af- 
| flicted, and under the changes and trials of - 
life, It is frequently ſeen, that in times of pub- 8 


lic tranquillity troubles break in upon families 


and perſons, who are thereby diſtreſſed, if not 

deſtroyed; and to the like changes the beſt are 
expoſed. And, is this thy caſe, O Chriſtian? Are 
thy temporal circumſtances reduced, and thine 
earthly comforts removed ? Do the waters come 
into thy ſoul, and wave after wave diſtreſs thee ? 
dee to it that thou art in the way of thy duty; and 
fear not. Behold this river is thy defence ; and 
in due time, it ſhall make thee glad. Be of 
good chear; aothing ſhall ſeparate thee from 
this love. The Lord hath commanded his cove- 
nant for ever, / and changeth not; though deep 
calleth unto deep, and all his billows go over 
thee, 


92 The CHRISTIAN Confidence, &c. 
thee, he will command his Joving-kindneſs, and 
thou ſhalt be comforted. And, ' 
3. May this be our ſtay in the preſent threat 
ning ſeaſon. We hear of wars, and rurmoun 
of wars, and earthquakes in divers place, 
_ Theſe voices of providence have been repeated 
of a long time, and ſtill continue; and wou!, 
to God they were more regarded! How far the{| 
commotions may extend, is uncertain to us; bit 
We are called to humble ourſelves under the mightj 
hand of God, and to deprecate his judgment, 
which our nation deſerves. - But while we mount 
and pray under theſe divine warnings, let us think 
on this glorious aſſurance and put our confidence 
in God; let us reſolve, in the ſtrength of his 
grace, not to fear, but to hope in the exalted 
Jeſus, who ſitteth king on the flood, and is th: 
Lord of hoſts, and the God of Ifrael ; let us 
hope and rejoice, that though, as we have ſeen, 
the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be f. 
moved, the. kindneſs of our God, and the coun- 
fel of his grace ſhalt ſtand. And, in one 
word, let them who are called into the hope of this 
grace, quit themſelves like men, and be ſtrong, 
and take the advice of the inſpired Apoſtle: Bu 
Je beloved, building up yourſehves on your mt hui 
Faith, praying in the Holy Gba, keep: yourſelves it 
_ the love of God, Tooking 6-44 2 of out Lori 


